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purpose of having the same transferred to the
Local Register under the above Act.

As witness my hand, at ,this day of
'IS.

For the Company,
A.B.,

(Attorney).
Note-TVhis Deposit-nots must be. returned

to the Office before a Certificate of the Shares
under the above Act can, be issued; but it is
not to be considered as a guarantee that the
shares will be so transferred, and attention is
directed to Section 4 of the ahove Act.

Put and passed, and the schedules
added to the Bill.

Preamble:
HON. RI. S. HAYNES moved, as an

amiendmnent, that the words after " :same,"
in the third line to "companies" in the
fourth line, be struck out.

Put and passed, and the preamble as
amiended ageed to.

Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments, and

report adopted.

ADJOURNMENT.
HON. G. RANDELL moved that the

House at its rising do adjourn until
5 o'clock on Wednesday.

Put and passed.
The Rouse adjourned at 9-20 p.m.

until the next day at 5 o'clock, p.m.

Y*gislatxbe AssemhLg,
Tuesday, 14th December. 19.97.

Meser:: Assent to Bihl-Pspers presented-Noxious
Weds Bill- third reneding-lbegitrtio of Firms

Bill: third reading.-Municipal Institutions Act
Amendment Bill; Correction of clerical error-Dog
Act Amendment Bill) Legislative Conceil's Amend.
amet; in coinmittee-lmnation Restriction
Bill: Legislative Council's Amenmenhcts ; in com-
mittee-Early Closing Bifll in cominittee-Fublic
Notaries Bill: Legislative Council's Amendments;
in counnittee-Aunnal Estirmes, in Commcittee of
Supply: Statement by Commissioner of Railways
on working of Railways-mines Regulation Act
A mendment Bill: first reading-Adjournuent.

THE SPEAKER took the Chair at 4,30
o'clock p.m.

PRAYERS.

MESSAGE-ASSENT TO BILLS.

A Message from the Governor was
received and read, assenting to the follow-
ing Bills :- i. " An Act to confirm certain
Exlpenditure for the Year ending 30th
June, One thousand eiqyht hundred and
ninety-six." 2. " An Act to amend the
Law relating to Hawkers and Pediar's."
3. "An Act to provide for the issue to the
Public of Local Inscribed Stock, and for
the application of' the moneys therein in-
vested." 4. " An Act for the reappropri-
ation, of portions of certain Moneys
appropriated by the Loan Act of 1896,
and by the Loan Consolidation Act of 1896,
respectively." 5. " An Act to apply out of
the Consolidated Revenue Fand the suln of
Three Hundred and Fifty Thousand
Pounds to the Service of the Year ending
B0th June, 1898."

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the COMISsSION OF GROWN

LANDS : Papers re Administration of
Stock Diseases Act.

By the PREMIER: (r.) Perth Hospital
Report and Regulations. (2.) Loan
Estimates of Expenditure for 1897-8.
(i3.) Correspondence re alleged Prosecu-
tion of Water Sellers at Kanowna.

Ordered to lie on the table.

QUESTION-ROA-D CONSTRUCTION CON-
TRACT AT PORT HE DLA ND.

MR. HOOLEY, in accordance with
notice, asked the Director of Public
Works :- s. The names of the contractors
for the road over the Marsh at Port lied-
land. 2. The names of the sureties for
the work. 3 Whether he was aware that
the work was at a standstill. - . Whether
hie was aware that the contractors were in
financial difficulties, and that they had
offered to pay arrears of wages at the rate
of 6s. in the X. 5. What steps the
Government proposed taking in order to
speedilyv complete the work. (i. Whether
any steps were being taken to erect stock
yards for shipping purposes on the Port
R-edland jetty.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Bon. F. H. Piesse) replied : -
s. William Dunsford, Marble Bar. 2.
Andrew Elliott, publican, Marble Bar;
Thomas Burke, mine owner, Marble Bar.
3. yen. 4. 1 am aware that the con-
tractor is in financia] difficulties, but have
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no advice of the tnus of any proposed
composition. 5. The Governmaent have
under consideration the question of trans-
ferring the contract to other persons, who
have expressed their willingness to take
up the work. 6. Yes, and plans showing
proposed alternative sites for cattle yards
at Port Hedland have been forwarded to
two of the principal residents, so that
local opinion nivy be obtained.

QUESTION-SPARROWS IN PERJH.
MR. LEAK K, iii accordance with

notice, asked the Commissioner of Crown
Lands-i. Whether hie was awaire that
sparrows bad made their appearance in
Perth, and had been breeding in the Gov-
ermnent Gardens?'' 2. Whether lie pro-
posed to take any, and if so what, steps
to prevent the spread of these pests?

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. G3. Throssell) replied:

INot aware of it. 2. Will take steps
to ascertain if this is so, and if it is, will
instruct Agricultural Bureau to take
necessary action to deal with the matter.

NOXIOUS -WEEDS BILL.
Read a third time, and transmitted to

the Legislative Council.

REGISTRATION OF FIRMS BILL.
Read a third time, and passed.

MUNICIPAL INSTITUTIONS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

CORRECTION OF CLERICAL ERROR.

The Order of the flay, for consideration
of the Committee's report, having been
read,

MR. JAMES said the section of the
principal Act which really ought to have
been amended by the new clause proposed
by the member for West Kimnberley (Mr.
A. Forrest) was Section 185, which
limited the power of the municipality to
borrow. Section 18.3, which appeared in
the amendment of the hon. member, gave
the muuiicipality power to borrow for
certain purposes, and if that clause were
amended in the way proposed, it would
look as though Parliament were giving the
municipality power to borrow for other
purposes thian those mentioned in the
Act. The object of the new clause was
not to enable the municipality to borrow
for purposes other than those now pro-

vided, but simlyk to extend their borrow-
ing power as to the amount.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
IR. W. Pennefathier) : Tho lion. member
for East Perth "'as quite right. Section
185 was really the one intended t, bie
amended by thie new clause.

THE SPEAKER: This beirugacicrical
error, it might be corrected.

Clerizal error corrected accordingly, and
the report adopted.

i)OG AC'T AMENDMENT BILL

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS.

A Message from the Legislative onun-
cil, previously received, was now con-
sidered as follows:

The Legislative Council mcqimints the to~is-
lative Assembly that it has considered the
Legislative Assembly's Message No. 8, with
reference to- "The Dog Act Amendment Bill,'
and has agreed to the Amendment made by
the Assembly on thu Council's Amendment
No. 1. The Council, however, insists on its
Amendments Nos. 3 and 6, with which the
Legislative Assdmbly has disagreed. The
Bill, and a Schedule showing the Amendments
insisted on by the Council, are enclosed
herewith.

IN COMMITTEE.

MR. BURT (in charge of the Bill):
The measure was introduced hiy the
Government, in order to allow roads
boards to collect the dog-tax for them -
selves in their own districts. The Legis-
lative Council had taken the oppor-
tunity of amending certain portions
of one or other of the Dog Acts, and these
two amendments, on which the Council
were insisting, had been sent back to the
Assembly for the second time. Bly one
amendment it was sought to repeal Section
23 of the Dog Act of 1883, which pro-
vided that in proceedings for injury from
dog bite it was not necessary for parties
seeking damages to prove previous iuss-
chievons propensity in the dog to the
owner's knowledge. Everybody knew
that dogs had a propensity to bite, and
the section in effect said so; but the
Council sought to repeal the section, and
say, "No; let the dog bite once, free.'
The other amendment provided that dogs
should wear collars ; but that had been
found impracticable in South Australia.
Owners neglected to put collars on, and
the law became inoperative. He did not
feel inclined to argue further about such
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matters, and he therefore moved that the
Chairman do leave the chair.

Put and passed.
The CHAIRAIAN left the chair (no

procgress tiade), and the 1ouse resumned
(no report presented).

IMMIGRATION RESTRICTION BILL.
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL'S AME1JD1IENT5.

The following schedule of amendments
made by the Legislative Council was con-
sidered:

No. 1.- Clause 6, line 2, after " Act"
insert " that he does not come within the
meaning of any of the sub-sections (c),
(d), (e), or (f) of the third section of this
Act and."

No. 2 .- Olanse 6, stab-clause 6, lilies
2, 3, and 4, strike out ' and that hie does
not comle within the meaning of any- 9f
the sub-sections (c), (d), (e), or (f) of the
third section of this Act.'

No. 3.-Clause 16, line 4, between
"fishery " and " regulating",: insert " or

upon the Aljrolhos IslandsC'
No. 4.-Clause 16, Line 17, between

"shall " and " have " insert "1if not in-
consistent with this Act."

No. 6.-Olause 19, line 6, between
"fishery " and " and " insert " or upon

the Abroihos Islands."
No. 6.-Clause 19, Line 6, between

"fishery " and " or " insert " or onl such
islands.''

IN COMMITTEE.
Amendment No. I:
THE PREMIER (Right Ron. Sir J.

Forrest) : The first amendment was an
improvement on the Bill as it left this
House, as it prevented the entrance of
any person who, though possessed of the
necessary property qualification, was a
idiot, or sufferinig from a loathsome
disease, or had been convicted of crime.
He moved that the amendment be agreed
to.

Put and passed.
Amiendmient No. 2-agreed to.
Amendment No. 3:
THE PREMIER: The ob~ject of this

amendmnent was to provide that persons
imported ais labourers on the Abroihos
Is];lds should not be subject to this
Bit], but that the Governor might make
regulations for the registration of such
persons, to prevent their entering any
portions of the colony beyond the

lmits mentioned in the Bil1l. In fact,
it wvas proposed by tme Council that
the privileges given to persons engaged
in the peardrng indstr-y should be given
also to persons working on the Abrollios
Islands. He (the Premier) could not
perceive why the Abrolios Islands should
1)e singled out for special treatment,
more than anoy other islands of the
colony. Supposing guano were b~eing
shipped froni the Monte Bello or tacepede
Islands, or any islands in the Damnpier
Archipelago, then tunder this Bill coloured
labourers could not bie introduced to
work such deposits, whereas this amend-
ient would admnit them to the Abrolhios
Islands, No doubt this Asiatic labour
was useful for guano digging, but
so it was for inamiy other purposes; and,
if we wvere to consider only the question
of the usefulness of such labour, and not
the fact that it interfered with white
workers, the matter might be easily
settled. The Abroihosl Islands were 3.5
miles to the westward of Champiomn Bay;
they were about 20 to 30 miles wide and
50 miles long; and a proposal had
recently been maide in London to float a
company for the Prpose of cultivating
mother-of -pearl Shell upon the reefs stir-
rounding- them. InI such case, the pro-
posed amendment would enable Asiatic
labour to be employed onl the islands for
this purpose as well as for guano digging.
The guano, deposits on the islands had
been there for ages, and had been worked
by a local firm for years, first by white
labour, and af terwards by Asiatics. While
lie could not agree with the principle of
the amendment, lie would rather allow it
to pass than lose the Bill. The fact that
ther-e was no opposition to this amend-
nient in the Upper House might indicate
that its members felt somewhat Strongly
on the point. He therefore awaited the
opinion of the committee in regard to
this amendment.

Mnt. M~ITCHELL: Why should this
concession be made to the Abrollios
Islands more than to any other portion of
time colony ? The employment of coloured
labour meant that white labour was
practically slint out there.

Mu. JTAMES: Tlie committee ought to
ref use to consent to this amendment onl
the ground that, if any exemption ought
to be made, it should be effected by anl
atineuidnuent in the Imported Ltbour Re-
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gistry Bill, and not in this Bill. Section
19 of this Bill provided that nothing
therein contained should affect the pro-
visions of the Imported Labour Registry
Act of 1884, or ally future Act dealing
wit'] the registration of imported labou.r.
Therefore there was really no power to
make a provision in this Bill to the effect
that ant' class of undesiralble immigrants
should be allowed onl the Abrollios Is-
lands without restriction as to employv-
mnent or removal.

THE PRtSrER : Reguilations could hie
made for that purpose.

MR. JAXES: '[he Bill did not give
power to mnake regulations to secure
the retuirn of the inigrants to their
own country ;hut in the Inported
Labour Registry Bill provision could lie
inserted permitting the importation of
men for employment only onl the Abroios
Islands, and providing for their return
after a certain time; so that, even if the
comamittee agreed that sonice provision
should be made in favour of thle Abrollios
Islands, this was not the Bill into which
it should bie introduced. Even if this
were the proper Bill, it wouild bie seen,
f romt Clause 16, that furither ameendmeint.
would be required to meet the ease of
such persons ernployed onl those islands,
because Clause 19 dealt with persons
employed or kept employed at fishing,
and Aso in temporary employment on
shore. So far as the Abrolbos Islands
were concerned, there was no suggestion
that the immigrants should hie allowed,
even temporarily, to go onl shore.

Tn HEPUMELn Thoseengaged in pearl-
ing could come ashore.

MR. JAMES :But there wats no pro-
vision to permit of persons coining ashore
from the A hrolhios Islands; and, ats the
Bill stood ats aniended by the Upper
House, stick persons could come ashore,
say to Qeraldton, and the employer could
neither be mnade responsible for damages
nor for the expense of capturing and re-
turning them. The committee should
suggest to the Council that the object of
this amendment would best be attained
by an alteration in the Imported Labour
Registry Bill.

MR. IrLTINGwVoRTHE A further
danger in this connection was that A us-
tralia as a whole was beginning to be
seriously troubled wvith escapees from
Wn,~ Caledonia; and it would bie quite

possible, if the Bill were passed with
this amendment, for such people to land
on the AbroLhos Islands and escape with-
out difficulty to the mainland. We had
to guard not mnerely agaiinst the influtx of
Asiatics, but agatinst il tundesirale
Europeans. Thle police mnight easily
tracki a Chinaman or a Malay, butt it woldI
not lbe so easy to follow uip aL Frenchman
escaped from Newv Caledonia. Therefore,
the suggestion of the muenieber for East
Perth (Mr. James) w'as entitled to serious
consideration; and the Council's amnd-
ineut, if made at aill, should not bie made
in this Bill.

THE PRE-MIER snoved 11ThatftDsnend-
nieats Nos. 83, 4, 5, and 6i be not agreed to."

Put and passed.
Resolutions reported to the H-ouse, and

report adopted.
Onl the motion of theP1REMIEL, Messrs.

Janmes and Wood, with the mover, were
appointed a committee to draw Up Mrasons
for disagreeing wvith certain of the
amendments.

THE PREIERi (after an interval)
brought up the conuinittee's reasons, as
follow:-

'Thc proposed ameondmtenti 3,4,.5. and 6 are
not in keeping with the provisions of this -ket,
and, if required, should ho provided for in the
Iniported Labour Registry Act, which rcguL-
Intes the imiportation of labourers and contains
aniple provision to secure thle return of such
labourers.

Committee's reasons adopted, and at
Message ill accordance therewith trans-
mitted to the Legislative Council.

EARLY CLOSING+ BILL.
RECOMMITTAL.

Clause .5-Act to be in operation only
in proclaimed districts:

MR. JA-MES (in charge of the Bill)
moved, as an amendmnent, that in line
two the words " declare curtain places to
be' iibe struck out, and the words "define
andl declare the bioundaries of " inserted
inl lieut thereof.

Pitt and passed, and the clause, as
allnemided, agreed to.

Clau~se 6--Act to lie inl operationl inl Met-
ropolitan JDistrict oil I1st Febrsuarv' , 1898:

MR i. JAMES imoved, as an1 amlendment,
that the claust, be struck Out, an14 thle
following inserted in lieut thereof:-

This Acot shll cone, into operation on the 1st
February, isils, within the "MeNltropolitan,"



1032 Early Closing Bill: [A EML. nciite.

Kialgoorlie," and -"Coolgardie " districts.
"The Metropolitan District" includes and is

comnprised within the boundaries for the timec
being of the Municipalities of Perth, Freiantle,'Leederville, Subiaco, Victoria Park, North Pre.
mnantle, and East Freiantle. "'I'e Coolgardie
District " includes and is coniprised within the
bouindaries for the time being of the Munici-
pality of Coolgardie, and the "Kalgoorlie
District" includes and is comuprised within the
boundaries for the timea being of the Mfunici-
pality of Kalgoorlie.

There was a desire to extend the provisions
of the clause to North-East Coolgardie
and Bulong.

THE PREMIER: That could be done by
proclamation.

Mn. JAMES said hie would submit the
new clause as drawn.

THE PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) asked whether the attention of
the holl. member in charge of the Bill had
been directed to a contention in the Press.
that subulrban shopkeepers should not he
compelled to close as early as those in the
snore central parts of the city. He (the
Premier) was not there to advocate the
claims of any particular class of people,
but hie had received some letters on the
subject. Suburban shopkeepers, as a
rule, did not beep assistants, but looked
after their own places of business. Per-
haps the member for South Fremantle
(Mr. Solomon) knew the feelings of the
people of Fremantle and suburbs on this
matter.

MR. SOLOMON: The people of Fre-
miantle were willing, indeed were rather
anxious, to eolle Ruder the operation of
the Bill.

MR. ILLINOWOETH: There wasa
feeling that the fact of outside shops
keeping open brought pressure on the
centr-al shops to keep open also.

MR. SOLOMON: The difficulty was
to draw a boundary line. In Victoria,
where it was tried to draw a distinction,
the sight was presented at the boundary
line of closed shops on one side of a
street, while shops on the other side were
open.

HoN. H. W. VENN : The Bill might
prove a hardship in the suburbs. The
object of the measure was to restrict the
hours of employees; and, as the Premier
had said, suburban shops were mostly
attended to by the owners.

Put and passed, and the seil etituted
clause agreed to.

Clause 7-All shops to be closed at
6 p.m.; substituted half-holiday allowed:

Ma. JAMES moved, as an amiend-
nient, that the following proviso be
added:

Provided that oin the week day next pre-
ceding Christijias Day, and the week day
next preceding, New Year's Day, all shops mray
he kept open to the hour of 10 o'clock in the
evening.

MR. WOOD: The proviso should also
cover Good Friday.

MR. JAMES accepted the suggestion,
and altered the proviso accordingly.

Put and passed as altered, and the
clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clause 8-Every shop shall be closed
for one half-holiday per week:

MR. JAMES moved, as an amend-
ment," that after the word "half -holiday,"
in the first line, the word "onl" be im-
sested;I that after the wvord " one," i the
same line, there be inserted the word
"working;" also that after the word
" quantities," in the third line of third
paragraph, the word " only" be inserted.

THE PREMIER: Where were news-
papers provided for in the Bill?

AIR. JAMES ; Newspapers were pro-
vided for in the schedule.

Amendments put and passed, and the
clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clause 9-Penaty for keeping shop-
assistanuts after hours:

MR. JAMES moved, as an amendment.
that the words " in respect of each shlop)
assistant so employed " lie added at the
end of the first paragraph.

Put and passed, and the clause, ats
amended, agreed to.

Clause 10--Penalty for keeping shop
open after pr-escribed hour:

MaR. JAMES moved, as an amendment.
that the proviso in the clause be struck out.

Put and passed, and the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clause 12-Shop assistants in ex-
enipted shops andt employees inl hotel bars
to be allowed a half -holiday in each week:

MR. JAM ES moved, as anl ameondment,
that the word " day," in the third line, be
struck out, and the word '*afternoon "
inserted in lieu thereof; f urther, that the
second pamr-aph be struck out and the
following inserted in lieu ther-eof:

If any shop)-keeper, licensed victuller', Or
hotel-keepeir shall neglect or refuse to allow
any shop assistant or euployee respectively

[ASSEMBLY.] in roinnifflee.
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one such half-holiday in any Week, Or shall
allow any suc~h asezistaut or employee respect-
ively to con1tinue at work during suich half-
holiday, he Ahall be guilty of ani offence againlst
the provisi. 'us of tis ActA

Put and yassed, and the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clause 13-Inspector or person ag-
grieved ina- proseute for breaces cit
Act or Regultions

'Ax JAMES Moved, as an,1 amnenldiueUt,
that the word -,the b efore -' inspector,"
in line two, be struck- out, and tile word
"every " inserted in lieu thereof.

Putt and passed, and the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clause 1.5-Inspector to obtain author-
ity to enter building in actual use as a
dwelling:

N1n, JAMES inovetl. uis anl aendineut,
that after the word -' polite," in thle
fourth line, the words '-or resident' heI
inserted.

Put and passed. and( the clauIse, ats
amended, agreed to.

Clause 24-Leg-al procedure:
MR. JAMES moved, ats ani ainemhinent.

that suib-clauLse (2) he struck out, and
the following inserted in lieu thereof
"The information mnay be laid by and in1

the namne of any inspector, police c;on-
stable, shop assistant, or employee."
Further, that the follokving new sb
Clauses be added

(7.) Judicial notice shall hi? taken of' every
proclattation issued uniter Section five o r
Section eight of this Act, and of the appoint-
inent of every inspector.

(8.) It. shall be necessary for the person
charged to bring himself within the tenns. of
the proviso to Section nine of this ActL

Put and Passed, and the clau se, as
amended, agoreed to.

Clause 26-Regulations:
Mu.x JAMES moved that this clause be

struck out, with a view to insetting a
new clause, which hie intended to move
next.

Putt and passed. and the clause Struck
out.

New Clause:
MR. JAMES mnoved that the following

ne0w clause bie added, to stand as Clause
20:-

20. Every shop, place, or building Or portion
of at shop, place, or building wherein is c!arried
on the trade or business Of at barber, hair-
dr~esser, or tobacconist shall be: closed every
evening of the week at seven o'clock except on
the evenings of Satun-day and the Wreek day

inmnediately preceding Christmas Day,arnd the
Week 'lay iLn izuediAtL6] preceding New Ycnrr's
Day; When thle samei shall Ix! elose-I at ton
o'&clock in the evening.

E'Viry p~erson, compIMany. ruirttrOllM, 02' part-
*net-ship carrying on or conducting such husi-
ness, or in the charge or mnagement thereof,
who shall neglec-t or fail so to close such shop

Ior' prenises, or shall emrploy or- allow to remuain
Iin such shop Or pteruia-g Anly emlployee or-
assistant later thanl il qnrrrter Oif an hoatr after
the hoar fixed for closing by this section, shall
be guilty of anl offence against the provisions
of this Act iir respect of every slich neglect or
failure, or of every pci-son so eniployed or
allowed to remnain, as the case muay he.

'Mi. WOOD objected to the new clause
in its application to) tobacconists, who
Should be exemlpted : for, if they had to
Close earlier than hotel-keepers, mnany
pfeple would pinrchase cigars in hotels.

Teeseemred to) Ix- a chance that news-
vendors and booksellers would be
exempted; but he knew mnany such
tradesmen who also soldj fancy goods.
tobacco, and miscellaneous wares. The
amnidment should be altered to obviate
these objections.

MR. ILLINGWORTH said hie hoped
the niew clause would he carried. The
keepers of manmy improper lieuses traded
ostensiblyv as tobacconusts in Perth ; and it
was mostdesirablethastobaeconists should
not he exempted. He hoped the memnber
in charge of the Bill- (mItJ James) would

Iagree to an atmenidment to strike out the
word " seven " and insert 11 six " as the
closin~ghour. The words "Good Friday "
should be inserted, so that these shops
might be closed also onl that day.

HR. JAMES: For miany years Pest
the tobiacconists had been keeping open
till 9 o'clock and later every night; and
if the hours were shortened suddenly and
to anl unreasonable extent, opposition
would be aroused against the Bill. By
mnaking hairdressers and tohacconists
close at 7 o'clock, a greatt reform would
be effected. People seldom went to
hotels for the lucre purpose of buying a
cigar. Tobaccontists' licenses ought to be
introduced, to regulate the sale of that
narcotic.

THE PREMIER:- What wuld prevent
any person who was reqluired to close his
establishment nder this Bill from ex-
emnpting himiself by dealing in some of
the w-ares mentioned in the schedule?0

Ma. JAMEiS: That was proided against
11ay Clause 3.

E arly Cbmilty Rill - in contmitiee. 1033
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Tn PREMIER: Surely it could be
evaded.

MR, JAMES said hie was willing to
incelude books.ellers and newsagents in the
new clause. This alteration would not
affect the newspaper offices, as papers
wvere not actutall 'y exposed there for sale.

MIR. WOO]): Thle point was that booki-
sellers and nsewsagen ts geerally' kept
fancy goods of every description.

Mn. ILLINOWOW11l opposed the
suggested amtendmientas it would open
the door for a wholesale evasion of the
Act. A person hatd ouly to keep in stock
a few cheap novels, or to have a daily
paper for salle, and he Could then keep
his shop open in defiance of thle Bill, so
that it would be imupossible to obtain a
conviction against him.

MR. QUIN LAN agreed with the objec-
tion in regard to newsagconts; but book-
sellers shops should be included, because
they were sometimes comlbined. with cir-
culating libraries, which it was desirable
to encourage.

Ma. SOLOMON: A-1 parties would
be served by inserting the words " selling
exclusively books and papers " after the
Words "news vendors," if they were to be
inclutded in the clause.

MR. ILjLINGWORTH: As the lion.
inenber in charge of the Bill haidassured
him that the provisions of Clause 3 were
sufficient to confine the exemption to
actual booksellers anid agents, lie was
satisfied with the now clause.

New clause put and passed.
Bill reported with further amend-

mnemnts.

PUBLIC NOTARIES BILL.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL'S ADBIENOMENTS.

The following schedule of amendments
niade by the Legislative Council was con-
sidered -

No. 1.--- Page 2, Clause 5-Insert the
following sub-clause to rstand as (a.) -
"Is a practitioner of thle Smiprenlie Court

who has served his Articles of Clerkship
to a Solicitor in Western Australia."

No. 2.-rage 2, Clause .5, line 4-
strike out "ten" and. Insert "five."

No. :3.-Page 2, Obtuse 6;, linle I -Be-
tween "1person " and ''who " in sert "1other
than a practitioner referred to in Sub-
section (a.) of Section five, or an estabj-
lished publ-ic. notary."

IN COMMITTEE.
Mn. JAMES moved that amlendmnents

1, 2, and 3 be disagreed with. Amiend-
mient No. 1 had the effect of enabling any
articled clerk in this colony to becomle aL
notary pablic jinmuediately on his adinis-
sion. The second amnendmnenit provided
that any person could be adwitted ai
notary public within five Years after
his adm1issioll ats a practitioner. But
thle object of the Bill- was to place
notaries public in a somewhat similar
position to that which they occupied
elsew here. There were comparatively
few notaries public ia England, and coni-
paratively few in thle Other colonies;
whereas a practice had grown up in this
colony of appointing every practitioner a
notary public. Too great care could not
be talken inl inisisting Upon somne stringent
qualification being fulfilled by those
appointed to this office, when it was
remembhered that the fact of a, documient
being athtenticated by a notary public
was accepted everywhere as a priid fiwie
proof of its validity. The comnmittee
ought not to agree with these amlend-
ments.

5f otion put and passed.
Resolution reported, and report

adopted.
Miz. JAMES moved that the Attorney

General and Mr. Leakle, with the mover,
be a, committee to draw up reasons for
disagreeing with the Council's amiend-
ments.

At 6-30 pam. the SP-EAKERt left the chair.

At 7-30 p.m. the SPEA-KEu resumed the
chair.

THE PREMIER, on behalf of the coi-
mnittee, brought up the following rea-
Soils

1. The principal object of the Bill is to
raise the status of Notaries ILL1Jbh', and to
provide a qualification which will afford an
adeqjuate guarantee of the appi iat's fitnes.
2. The mere fact of an applicant having
served articles of clerkship locally, is not in
itself any evidence of his fitness for the office.
3. 'That 10 years is not too long a period when
regard is had to the piiblic iniportance of the
011Cc, And thef, ab1solute need of thatoffice being
hc 1i I by kne or' t ried ex perienco, and chanacter.

Reasons adopted, and a Message in
accordance th erewi th trans iiiitted to0 the
Legislative Counicil.

Councd'j Anteadineuts.
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ANNUAL ESflMATES.

I.; COMMITTEE 01F SUPPLY.

Consideration of Estimates resumned.
EnucxTri DEPARTMENT (Minlister,

lon. H. B. Lefroy).
Vote-Education, £49,945
Ain. TLT1ING WORTH asked for some

reason for what appeared to be the high
salary of £6.50 per anumu paid to the
Inspector General of Schools. In Vic-
toria, where £600,000 was spent oin edu-
cation, the Inspector General's salary was
not so high.

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION
(Hon. H. B. Lefroy) said that some
twelve mionths ago it was decided, i the
interests of education, to send to England
for a gentlemarl experienced in educational
matters to take up the position of In-
spector General. A letter was written to
the Agent General asking, him to select a
candidate at a salary of £500 to £700 a
year. Out of the many applicants, Mr.
Cyril Jack~son, the present Inspector Gene-
ral, received the greatest favour.

MR. ILLINowoETH :An excellent man.
THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION:

Mr. Jackson refused to come to the
colony for less than £650 a year, and
that salary was subsequently offered to
,and accepted by him. -Mr. Jackson had
very wide experience in educational
matters, and this colonyv would receive
great advantages from his services. He
was for five years a member of the
London School Board--one of the greatest
bodies of its kind in the world. He
represented a district where the board
had direct control over half a million
children, and indirect control over a
quarter of a million children attendin
cltrch and ottier votuitary schools. Soon
after leaving Oxford University in 1885
Mr. Jackson became a manager of co-
inentary schools. In February, 1888, he
staffed, and financed oil his own account,
and taught regularly i a East End
school in London, where lie had 88 bo 'ys
wvhom he educated on hunes not then recog-.
nised b)y the education authorities. On
proving thle success of his systein there,
it was adopted by the educational
authorities iii Engfland. Mr. Jackson's
s -st was to impart techiceal education;
training the hors to handiwork, physical
drill, carving, etc..: and hie was virtually
thle pioneer onl those lilies of education.

Air. Jackson was reconunenuded for his
present position by' Sir John Gorst, Vie
President of the Council, and several
other eminent men in England. At tile
last London School Board election Mr.
Jack-son was head of the poll, withl
32,500 votes to his credit, wiith the Rev.
Mr. Sehnadhorst, brother of tile great
Liberal wire-puller ad inventor of the
caucus at hiomec, second. Mr. Jackson
had been offered in England, previous to
his coining to this colony, an inspector-
ship of schools with a salary conmmencing
at £400 and rising to £1700 per anrnm.
He had been Several tunles asked to stand
for Parliernentin England, and there was
no doub~t that, with his great knowledge
of educational matters, he would have
been elected had he become a candidate.
But Mr. Jackson was an enthusiast in
educational matters an([ he preferred
to retain his independence, and give his
whole time to the work in which lie took so
great an interest. The salary given to
Mr. Jackson was not at all too much for
thle position lie held. As to the salary of
thle Victorian Inspector General, inquiry
stowed that that gentleman, who also
held the office of Under Secretary of
Education, had a salary of £655 a year.
The only gentleman who had occupied a
position anualogous to that of Mr. Jackson
was the late Mr. Hartle y, Inspector
General in South Australia, who, at thle
time of his death, was drawing ai salary
of £900 a year. It wats sincerely to be
hoped that Mr. Jaokson would remain
long enough in Western Australia to
enable the Government to offer him a
salary equal to that enjoyed by Mr.
Hai-tley. He (Air. Lefroy) had had the
pleasure of working with Mr. Jackson for
several months, and it was certain that in
hinm the colony had an officer who would
do the greatest good in the promotion of
education.

MR. ILLINGWORTH said he wanted
it to be distinctly understood lie was per-
fectly satisfied with the attainments of the
Inspector General. All that had been said
onl thatgentlenian's behialf did nottouch the
point that, in a colony where only £ X50,000
a year was sjpent on education, it was
proposed to nay tile samue salary aS in a
colony where £000,000 wats spent. The
officer in Victoria held practically the
joint offices; of Inspector General and
Under Secretary, arid his salary as

r14 DECEMBER, 1897.]Animal Estimates:
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Inspector General was £*500 a year. It
was desirable there should lie some
explanation suc;h as had been given, in
order to justify the jolhiparatively large
salary of Mr. jac;kson. Considering the
great abilities of Mr. Jackson, perhaps
the Government were justified in pay -
ing the salary, but in is (Mr, huniig-
worth's) opinion X500 was as much as
this country could afford for such ani
official.

Vote put and passed.
Vote- Postal and Telegraphs, £282,633

8s. :
Mxt. LEARE asked the Minister in

charge of the department whether hie had
any information in regard to the system
of "urgent " telegrams. This; matter
wats referred to in the general budget
debate, bunt no definite determination had
been come to in the matter. His (Mr.
Ttake's) object would perhaps be attained
without testing the question by moving
the reduction of any of the items, if the
Minister would give an assurance that
the systemi of " urgent " telegrams would
be abolished. It was against the first
principle of the telegraphic system for
one telegram to have preference over
another. Every telegram was in. its
nature urgent. There was no reason at
all why the inan who was unable to pay
a little more than another should have
his telegram set on one side. When
there was. a mining boom on here
two or three years ago, the public were
forced into the adoption of this " urgent"
system. Unless people paid double the
ordinary charges, they had no chance of
getting their telegramis sent through.
The only effect of the system was to
double the telegraphic charges. Any
person who was so regardless of his own
interests as not to pay the double charges,
had, in all likelihood, his message delayed;
and in ilany instances telegrams were
received after the letters announcing their
despateh. The system gave to certain.
persons outside the colony a preference
and advantage over others. The colony of
South Australia practically commanded
our telegraph lines at. the expense of
their neighbours in Victoria and New
South Wales. Unless the Minister gave
a distinct promise that the system of
"1urgent" telegrams would be abolished,
he (Mr. [icake) proposed to test the
feeling of the comnmittee by dividing on

a great Luitnber of tihe items onl the
E stiniates.

MR. GEORGE : Had the Minister any
explanation to give to the ciiuinittee ini
regrard to the incident referred to in de-
bate a few nights before. wheni it was
insinuated that the Postmaster General.
in his dealings in connection with land
resuniption by the Gov'ernment, had niot
been so careful as perhaps hie might hatve
been

TH4E MINISTER OF 'EDUCATION:
As to the question alluded to by the
mnember for Albanly, it had niever really
been brought before hin (Mr. Lefroy)
since lie took over control of the Postal
Depatment. This was one of those
questions onl which there would probably
be great diversity of opinion. The systemt
was established here, hie believed, when

business was blocked, and it was found
necessary to establish ' urgent ines sages "
in order to get business telegrams through.
There was not the slightest doubt that the
system brought more revenue to the Post-
office. He did not himself altogether
approve of the system. Every telegram
on the face of it was urgent, and
lie had often thought it unfair that
a man,' who could not afford to pay
for an urgent telegram, should have his
message blocked by "urgent" miessages.
handed in subsequently. There were a
great number of people in the colony who
had not the samie knowledge as business
people, and were not aware of the existence
of the urgent telegram system, and lie did
not know that they ever became aware of
it. It Was highly improbable that more
than one-third of the population knew
that there was such a thing as an urgent
telegram. Ani ordinary man, being
anxious to send a telegram, simiply went
to the post office and despatched it; but,
if he were aware of the " urgent" system
he would probably pay the extra fee in
order that precedence ]night be given to
it. There was no necessity for the con-
tiuance of this system. In New South
Wales it did not exist, and lie believed it
never had existed there. In Victoria it
had obtained, but bad been abolished.
Ina Tasmania it had recently been abolishied,
as hie had been told last year. In South
Australia the system still existed. If it
was the wish of the House that urgent
telegrams should he abolished ki the
interests of the people, it would be easyv

[ASSEMBLY. Poeis (f)&d Telegraphs.
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to do so with regard to inland messages.
lBut before doing As-nv with the. systeml as
between here and South Austral-ia it would
be necessary' to consult that colony.

MRL. LEASE: Not at all.
THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION:

The Postmaster General, whom he had
consulted on the subject, was very much
against the s 'ystem, and always had
disapproved of'it. He (the Minister) pro-
mised that inland urgent telegrams would
be abolished ; but if it was the wish of the
House that the system should be abolished
as between this and the neighbouring
colonies, hie trusted that, before decidin~g
onl the question, they would allow the
department to consult with our neigh-
bours in order to obtain their views on
the subject. A d-istinct expression of
opinion from the committee would give
more weight to any action the department
might take.

Mn. LEAxE: All urgent telegrams
should be abolished.

THE MINISTER OF ED)UCATION:
It was impossible for the department to
decide the question with regard to the
other colonies.

HON. H. W. VENN: The leader of
the Opposition was probably voicing the
feelings of every mian inl the colony inl his
action on this question:- at any rate, only
a small1 mninority' woul(l app-ore of such a
system as this. When the Minister and
the head of the department both dis-
approved of the systemn . there could be
no re-ason for its continuance. The
Treasurer could hardly' approve of it
either; for a much better way of raising
revenue would be to increase or even
double the charge for ordinary' telegramns,
and let everybodyv pay al ike. The present
System Was a mlost iniquitous one, and the
worst that could be adopted,

MR. GEORGE: Why did the Minister
wish to consulIt the neighbouring colonies
before abolishing the system ? On what
principle were the receipts for urgent
telegrams shared with South Australia

THE PRE-mIIRR: Half-and-hialf.
MR, GEORGE: Why should they get

it ?
THE PREMIER: Because they gave

priority on their side too.
MR. GEORGE: It appeared, then,

that this extra fee was charged with a
view of mininmising any block that might
occur at this end. This colony sent the

telegrams to Eucla; and presuably
South Australia. sent them over ifs lines.
from that point, But where was the
justification for sharing, the fees with
that colonyP If the member for Albany
(Air. Leake) took this matter to a
division, he would decidedly support him.
This was another instance of the policy
of giving special advantage to the man
with a big banking account, which advant-

aeought to belong to the poorest man
in the colonyv.

Ma. LEAKE: Not having received a
sufficiently satisfactory answer from the
Minister, hie must formally move that
this vote he reduced by t10; and. he
would d-ivide the committee onl the cjues-
tion, unless the Minister would give an

Iassurance that the system would be
abolished without delay. This motion

Iwould not prejudcice the vote for the de-
i partment, but would give the Minister

the necessary authority to do what hie
now hesitated to attempt.

THE PRENiIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest): The hion. member should re-
member that there had been no expression
of opinion from the Government side of
the House in favour of urgent telegrams.
The Minister had condemned the system,
and lie (the Premier) had never been in
favour of it. I-ic did not know how it
originatedl, but it probably Camne from
South Australia; and in times when there
was, a great pressure of business the
department made money b y giving a pro-
ference to those who paid the extra fees.
People who were willing to pay extra
generally obtained anl advantage; but he
dlid not like the principle as applied to a
public inisktution. Of course it had the
advantage of producing a. little more
revenue, lbut the reason why the Minister
did not at once agree to its abolition was
because we were not our own masters in
the matter. We hail to deal with South
Australia, which likewise charged a
double rate onl its urgent telegrams
sent to this colony, and we were

1 uder engagement to forward them
at once over our lines, giving them
a preference over ordinary messages;
and we received the extra shilling for so
doing. South Australia was iunder a
similar obligation with regard to urgent
telegr~ams from this end, -and received the
same fee of a shilling for the ten words
of which an ordinary message consistd.

Annual Eglimales:
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No doubt anl arrangement could be made
for the abolition of the system. It was
mainly a question of £t s. d .,and this fact
could not be altogether ignored. He
Would not divide the commnittee, for lie
thought the general feeling would be inl
favour of doing away with the systemn
and the fact that both the Mlinister in
charge of tile department and himself
hadl expressed a hope that the matter
would be satisfactorily arranged with
Sou~th Australia, ought to be sufficient for
the mover of the ]notion. He accepted the
motion as an expression of tile general
feeling of the House, anld the Government
would try to arrange the mnatter accord-
iing~y.

MR. LEALKE: Having hieard the
opinions of both Ministers on the sub ject,
hie was perfectly satisfied wvith their assur-
ance that they would take action, and lie
would withdraw the motion.

MR. ILfLNGWORTH: Seeing that
this department was carried on at a loss
to the State of £C82,000, which hadl to be
made up out of the general revenue, it
was hardly fair that a preference should
he given to individuals who were prepared
to pay an extra shilling for their telegrams.
Every telegram was important and urgent
in the opinion of the sender; -and mnany
of them, dealing with domestic umatters of
life and death, had to stand over while
mercantile business was being attended to.
He accepted the statement of the Minister
of Education as practically a promise that
the systemi would be abolished.

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION:
This question had never been raised since
lie had assumed control of the p)ostl' de-
partnlent, until within the last few days.
H on. members would understand that he
could not agree to time proposal of the
member for Albany (Mr. Leake) without
first hearing the views of the committee
in general. He (tme Minister) repeated
that he disapproved of the system; at tile
sanme time lie would not like to abolish it
without consultation with South Australia.

Motion, by leave, withdrawnu.
Mn. KENNY: It was tobe regretted

that nothing had been done in regard to
the construction of a telegraph line f romn
Nannine to Peak Hill, which would be
very useful, not only to tile local mines,
but to the squatting interests ill the far
North-West. Peak Hill was situated
directly upon the stock route to the North-

West of the colony; and great numbers
of stock passed throughi it regtiiarly. The
herdsmn, to procure informnation, had to
leave the stock at Peal, Mill, and travel
120 il es to thle nearest telegraph station
and back again. There was more than
sufficient material at present standing on
the disused line from Mullewa to Cue to
cover the distance from Nannine to Peak,
Hill. Quite recently a number of mines
at Peak Hill had been floated in London
for a quarter-of-a-million of money, and
1,000 tonls of machinery had been sbipped
from London, with more to follow, for
their use. The new company had over
100 men already at work, and intended to
erect 50 head of stamps, and to carry onl
mining onl a very large scale. Such anl
enterprise was entitled to ordinary tele-
graphic facilities.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: The sug-
gestion of the last speaker would have his
strong support. In former years he (Mr.
Illingworth) had urged upon the depart-
ment the necessity for constructing this
line; and lie hoped it would be done during
thme ensuing year.

Mu. WALLACE: The old line from
Mullewa to Cue might easily be pulled
down and utilised in the maniner suggested
by the mnembier for North Murchison
(Mr. Kenny).

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION:
It could hardly be said that the Govern-
ment had been backward in extending the
telegraph system throughout the colony;
for it was admitted on all hainds that they
had done wonders in this direction. He
was not in a position to state just then
how much material remained on tile old
Mullewa-Cue line; but lie had already
informed the people of Peak Hill that the
department would, no doubt, soon be
warranted inl constructing a line to that
town, though they could not do so
immediately. He would inquire into the
matter, and, if tme material was available
as stated, and Peak Hill continued to
develop, he would push on the work if
funds were obtainable.

Mn. KENNY disclaimed any intention
of insinluating that the North Murchmison
district had been neglected bythe Minister,
who had always treated it very fair ly.
He only wished to point out that the line
would pa)'.

MR. GEORGE: The amount for tele-
graph line repairs Was £93,000. In the
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previous year tile estimate was X5.000,
and the amnount. spent was £14,313. Did
thle Minister thinlk £C3,000 was sufficient
for the repairs of an adjuttedlry hireas-
ing length of liniesP

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION:
During the last year all the old lines had
been gone over; amiongst these the line
from Perth to fl-eraldton, nearly 300
miles, the whole length of whichs had
been overhauled at thle cost of a large
sum. All the lilies were now in good
repair, and it was hoped the £3,000
would be suifficient, for the comning year.

MR. GREGORY; The sum of £4,000
was. put dlown as the estimated cost of
telegraph hiles -which might be con-
structed. In his opinion that aioLut.
-was insufficient:

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION:
The Telegraph Departmnent now con-
structed their own lines. No new lines
had been asked for, nor did any appear
likely to he immediately required, anud it
Was thought by the Government that
£4,000 would be sufficient. If necessary,
in the interests of the colony, other tote-
graphi liles wouild 1)0 constructed.

MR. PHIL LIPS: The large sumi of
£928,056 was put down for telegraph
liles to other parts of the colony. Did
that amount include thle cost of thle tele-
graph Line from Mingenew to Mullewa?

Tiis Pumissi: TEle cost of the
Eucla line wats included in the £28,000.

THE MINISTER 0OF EDUCATION:
The cost of the Mligenew to Mullewa line
would also come out of the amiount
referred to.

MR. PHILLIPS : Was it considered a
cheapier way for the department to con-
struct their: own linesP

Tus MINISTER OF EDUCATION:
Yes; that was considered to be the
better course.

Mat. KENNY asked for anl explana-
tion of thle £200 put down as a bonus to
J. R. Connol-v for transport of telegraph
material for the Eucla line.

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION:
Air. Connolly had a contract to conve~y
certain telegraph material for the [Eucla
telegraph line- It was very important
tint the material should be placed as
quickly as possible, and3Mr. Connollv con-
sented to distrib~ute sonic of it at certain
sImll POis On the Southi Coast. This
entailed considerable trouble and danger-

Mr. Connollv losing twvo boats in the
work, anid it was- considered a fair thing
to recomipense him.

Ma. PHILLIPS asked for an explanla-
tion of the £1,000 put down as a bonus
to 1. J. K. Colin for distributing material
for the Coolgardie-Eucla telegraph lines.

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION:
It was very important that these lines
shoudd be constructed as quickly as pos-
sible, and Mr. Cohin was offered this
bonus if lie could get. the work done in a
certain time short of the contract tine.
The colony had gained umore than £,1,000
by thle transaction.

Mat. PHILLIPS asked whether Mr.
Cohn wvas supplied with Government
camels in ciarrying out his work.

TwE PREMIER Mr. Cohin hadd to
provide his own camels.

Vote puit and passed.
Vote-- Observto ry, £3,318 4s,.:
Mit. GEORGE asked when thle rate-

payers, were likely to receive any benefit
from the expenditure comprised in itemis
I to 5. Ire also desired an explanation
of the officers described as " mechanic
and clerk," " meteorological computer and
astronomical observer," and also "1astro-
noinical comuputer and observer."

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION:
When the iatepayers were likely to derive
a benefit from tile expenditure would
depend almost entirely on the brains of
the r-atepayers8. The service could not be
carried on without work, and the offiers
comprised in the items performed that
work.

Maf. GEORGE asked whether the
Governmnent Astronomer was now in the
colony.

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION:
The Governmnent Astronomer was now in
the colony, and at the Observatory.

Mat. WALLACE asked whether the
postmasters who were engaged in various
parts of the colony to send the results

ofosrations to the Government
Astrounmer, were so competent ais to be
reliable.

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION:
The postmasters were paid £C12 a year
for their services as observers. They
were considered reliable, but it was the
intention of the Astronomer to send
officers round the various localities in

I order to ascertainl that thje work was
properly done. As to the question about
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the meteorological computer and astrono-
mical observer, that was the officer who
attended to the meteorological part. of thle
business and gavegeneral assistance to the
Astronomer.

VOte put and passed.
RAILWAY DEPAR.TMENur (Ornumlkissioier-,

Hon, F. IL. Piesse).
STATEMENT ON RAILWAY WORKTNG.

Vote - Roiiwo2;s and Tram ways.
£866,396:

TH4E COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS said: It appeared to be the wish
of hon. members. a few evenings ago,
when I intended to address the committee
in connection with tile Estimates of my
department, that the mnatter should be
postponed until I could give some ex-
planation in regard to the working of thle
Railways anid Public Works Departments
during the past year. I propose to deal
with the departments separately, seeing
that, although they are worked con-
jointly under one Minister,. their opera-
tions are quite distinct. That the two
departments are regarded as distinct mayv
be gathered from remarks which fruml
time to time have been nude b y lion.
members, and an opinion hias, been ex-
pressed that they onight to be under
separate administrations. The difficulties
of separating the departments, however,
have been felt mnore than ever during the
past year, owing to the great increase
of work. There aLre many works in hand
of which the Minister at present, in
charge has greater knowledge than a new
Minister would have, and it Is thought
better to continue the departments under
one control for some little time longer,
until conditions more nearly normal are
reached. We are approaching normal
conditions now; and when my state-
mnent is given and my report more closely
looked into, it will he found that, al-
though the Work has been extremely
heavy, the public have not suffered as
much as somse people would assu Ime,
owing to the dep-ttents being under
the control of one Minister. Owing to
the improved arrangemenits. in the work-
ing of the department, something has
been done towards bringing about a
satisfactory state of things.

Railn'ays Generally.

It is my intention to first deal ex-
elusively with the railways ;and I

approach the s ubject With greater pleasure
this rear than last. For three-fourthis
of last year the department was under
the adin iistration of my predecessor.
This Year I am accountable for the ad-
ministration of the whole rear: and I
should like to show that there ha's been a,
deci ded improvement all run md wi th the
increase of business in con nection with
thle railway' s. Owing to the Pressure.
of business be-fore the House during
the last few wreeks, very few members
have had anl opportunity of looking
through the report on the Ra-ilwa-y -De-
partnient. although I have been often
pressed to lay that, report before the
House. Why 1 desired, a few evenings
ago, to dispense with the customary
speech oin this occasion, was to let hon.
members read that report, and so obtain
the information which I hope to-night to
be able to give them, possibly in a more
condensed form. I must. niecessarily.
however, follow the pages of the re!por~t
in order to give the information they
desire. I will as briefly as possible
give a, few figures in connection with the
increased workingc of the mailwavs. The
mileage for 1896 was 588 nidecs. which in
1897 had increased to 970 mniles; a differ-
ence. of 882 miles. H1on. mnembers must
not run away with the idea that tho great
increase shown he~re is attributable to
railway construction. Durinig the year
the Government have piirchased the
G-reat Southern Railway of 24:3 miles,
which accouints for the iiicreaise to that
extent. A number of railways are now
be ing1 constructed throughout the colour.
and the increase this year will be aL
natural one consequent omn that con,-
struction.

Working Expenses and Prce idage.

The percentage of working expenses in
1896 was 4919; while for 1897 it was
63-09, or an inc rease of 13-30 to the bpad,
But that I can account for, first, by the
reduction in the rates on the goldfields
lines. Ron. membhers will remember that
last year when addressing the House I
mentioned it was the intention of the
Government to assimilate the rates onl
the goldfields lines to those throughout
the colony. The result of that assimuilation
was a very great decrease in the income.
A reduction has, been given to the
people who make use of the railways, but
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it has very considerablv lessened the rail-
iva? revenuie which cnuldd be coumted on
in the past. Another cause for the in-
creased ratio of working expenses is the
scarcity of rolling stock. Men have had to
he engaged for the purpose of unloading
bricks, timber, and such classes of material,
to enable trucks to be put into use again
as soon as possible. This has entailed
cOnsiderable expense, which could not be
charged to the consignees, seeing that it
was done for the purpose of making use
of the trucks in a shorter time than is
given consignees to unload. Consignees
are allowed 24 hours, or 12 working hours
in which to unload, but it was found e.-
pedient and necessary to unload the trucks
immediately they camne into a yard, so as to
relieve them for traffic again. That meanit
doubling the handling of the freight, and,
consequently, a great increase in the ex-
penditure. O6vertime had also to he paid
for, and Sunday work also. When Imade
my statement last year, lion, members
will1 remember there was a block at
Frenintle, which caused a great deal of
expenditure. The staff had to be in-
creased considerably, and some of them
had to work day and night, and also on
Sundays. Those facts will, I think, show
the cause of the great increase in the
working expenses. Another matter con-
nected with the expenditure is the
increasedl payment giveni to Iunipers for
loading andl unloading. The shipping
companies at Fremnantle amalgamated,
and increased the pay to lumpers from
8s. to 10s. per day, or Is. -3d. an hour.
The Government, of course, haod to
follow suit, and have now to pay that rate
for all labour engaged in the unloading
of ships. There are other matters con-
nected with expenditure. We all re-
member the fire which occurred at
Fr-emantle, and which necessitated the
payment of large amounts for com-
pensation. The Government are even
now paying claims as they are adjusted.

Comsparison itih other Colonies.

Although the percentage of working
expenses to revenue, 63-09, appears to be
high, still, on comparing our railways with
those of other colonies, it will be found
that we take the fourth place. In New
Zealand the percentage was 63-51, in
Victoria 64-40, and in Tasmania 74-98.
In Queensland, South Australia, and New

South Wales the percentage was lower
than ours, being -5936 for Queensland,
59,10 for South Australia, and b3-11 for
New South Wales. It is well known
that the management of the New South
Wales railways is aUl that can be desired,
though it muiist be remembered that
they have not had to face the diffl-
cultv in which we found ourselves
in consequence of an increased expendi-
ture more than keeping pace with an
increase in the traffic.

Revenne, Expeaditure, and Profit.

The estimated r-evenue for last year was
£ 734,000, and the axetua] reveiiuereceived
was £916,483, an increase of £181,483.
The estimated expenditure was £474,000,
and the actual expenditure £577,655, or
ain increase of £103,655. The profit on
the railways was £337,828, equal to 9-04
per cent. on the capital invested, as against
11-48 per cent. for 189.5-6; or, deducting
the amount of interest, £138,962, a
balance of £2199,136 is left, equal to .5-33
per cent, on capital cost. I think that is
a most satisfactory state of things; and I
would like to poinit out that the profit,

equal to 9-04 per cent, on the capita] in-
vested, is the greatest profit realised on any
railways throughout the world. I hav'e
before me a statement showing the earn-
ings of all the railways of Great Britai
and Australia, as well as those in other
parts of the globe,'fromn which it appears
that the West Australian railways have
outstripped all the others, as regards the
proportion of gross earnings to the capital
invested.

A MEMBER: Your railways are more
cheaply built.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: Speaking of the revenue, I will
show how we have eai-ned it. We earned
it by an inci-ease of mileage, but there
was not such an increase as might have
been expected from what had been done
during the preceding year. The train
mileage for 1896 was 1,541,750; and in
1897 it is 2,637,192; that being an in-
crease of 995.442 miles, equalling 64-56
per cent.

Passenger and Goods Traffic.
The number of passengers carried

during the year 1896 was 1,679,816; and
for 1897 it was 3,607,486, or an increase
of 1,9-27,670, being a percentage increase
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of 11415. 1 mentioned last year that
we bad, during that period, moved
the whole population of this colony 16:'.
timies. This year we have done so 22
times ; showing that our people are
availing themselves much more readily
of the facilities provided for travelling by
traina.

Mu. TLLINiOWORITR:' You have moved]
some of themn out of the country.

Tue COMMISSIONER OVt RAIL-
WAYS: It does -not matter where we
have moved them. The fact that the
railways are ap preciated by the people is
shown by tho comparative statemient of
the number of times we have moved the
whole population. With regard to the
goods traffic, an abnormial increase has
takien place. In 1896, the goods traflic
amounted to 427,919 tons; and in 18.97
it had increased to 845,225 tons. That
is an increase of 417,306 tons, or a per-
centage increase of 197-51. Or let us
take the earnings per train mile as a
better indication of the business done. In
1896, the earnings per average mile open
were £-913, and In 189 7 they were £1,103.
The expenses have increased for the
reasons I have already given. The
expenses per mile for 1896 were £455;
and for 1897, £696. The profit for 1896
was £458. and for 1897, £407 per mile.
One lion. member stated that the reason
why our profits are so large as compared
with our capital is owing to the low
cost at which we have constructed our
lines.

Cozst of Construction and hInerest.

We have admittedly constructed our
rail'ways at a -very low cost. The rate
for 1896 was £3,995 per mile, and for
1897, £4,499, This is a considerable
increase; but it must be remembered
thatit we are taking into consideration the
Great Sonthern Railway, whichi we have
purchased. A. great price was paid for
that railway and for the lands connected
withi it; and the Ralilway Department
has been debited with the whole of the
purchase money in the Auditor General's
report and also in. the T'ViLS~tU re-
ports, the amount paid being £1, 100,000.
In my accounts I have mnade some
aliowanqe for the land value; for, ad-
though I miay possibly have no right
tco assume that it should lie so, I take
it that, as a matter of bookkeeping,

the railvays should not be debited with
the whole of that sumn of £1,100,000; but
that a proportion shoul1d lie charged to
the TLands Department, kv hich receives

Ithe revenue from the sale of the lands
Ipurchased with the railway. If the Rail-
way Department is to be debited with the
whole of that Su111, I take it that wve
should receive the income from time sale
of Lands ; and if that were done, we
should be able, no doubt, to make lip the
difference to be found between tme in-
come from the railways and the income
from the lands, from which it appears
that my department is taking charge of
£850,000 for the rail ways, and the balance,
£250,000, shoulId go to the Lan ds Departu-
mnentmwliclshouldpay the inierestupon it.
The lands Department does not pay that
interest; but the railways, of cour-se, pay
it as uponl the £850,000; and I take it
that, until a better adjustment can be
made, this is the fairest way of dealing
with the matter from a railway point of
view.

MR. ILLMNGoxRn: Who pays the
other interest on the £250,000 ?

Tun COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: It is paid in the usual way
from the general revenue of the colony.
Provision is made for thme interest to be
paid upon Lhis loan; but I only charge
myself with £850,000 in mny, railway
accounts, because I take it that this is
the amount which should properly be
charged to railways, or at least that
it is an equitable way of adjusting this
debit of £1,100,000.

MR. ILLINGwoRTH: The Lands Depart-
ment have got the best of it.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: I think they have.

Sources of Railway Revenue.

With regard to the revenue from
the different railways, I do not intend to
deal with each line, but -merely with the
two railways in which I think we re
most interested to-clay ; namely, the
Great Southern Railway- our recent
purchase -and the Soii tb-Western Rail-
way, the propos~al to build wvhich, I
think, was condemned more than any
other railway scheme ever brought before
this House. When the right hon. the
Premier introduced the Bill providing for it,
I think, there were mnany persons, even
amongst his own fi-icuds, who conldemmuied
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its construction. But I would like to
point out that the increase in the traffic
of that railway, and in its earnings, has
been abnormal. About a Year ago, I
think the service wvas about oue train a
day for part of a week, and two tralins a
day for the remainder of the week; but
now we have five trains running each
way-four of them right through to
Bunbury; and we have also several local
trains running to places on the line in
connection with the timber business.
This indicates that a very large business
has sprang up in the district, principally,
attributable to the timiber trade in the
first instance, and also to the settlemuent
which has taken Place alon~g that line Of
rilwy The extent of that settle-
numnb is very encotiginlg, and, I think,
proves that this .railway is one of
the best works ever undertaken in this
colony. The earnings of the South-West-
arn Railway last Year madec a profit over
working expenses anid interest of C6,744,
and this year (1896-7) the profit is
X21,819. Two 'years ago this i-ailwazy
barely paid its way -did not pay its
working expenses-and now we find it.
making a profit. For 1897-8 we expect a
better return than we hadl last year, for
it will be augmented by the opening of
the Collie railway during the early part
of next year, owing to the large coal busi-
ness which must follow, provided the
output of that product is all that we
expect it to be, of which I have no
doubt.

Frenzanlle Traffic.

With regard to business genernally, I
will deal principally with that at Proe-
mantle. H on. members will recollect that
welhad a great deal of troublelast year with
the block at Fremantle, but I am pleased
to inform, themn that the block has dis-
appeared, and that we are perfectly able
to deal with all the traffic which is likely
to come to our shores for some consider-
able time.

THE PREMIER: I am very sorry to
hear it.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: Of course I should be very soirry
also if there was a falling off in the traiffic;
but I will show by some figures I have ob-
tained that there is a very great increase in-
deed, and that the increase is continuing.
It will no doubt be recollected that last

year I dealt with the imports-in fact.
with tho whole of the tonnage which
camec over the Fremnantle jetty-and
menItionled then that thle goods traffic for
the seven months ending, on the 31st
Mfarch of that Year was 80.000 tons.
But I expected that, during this year-
taking it upon the basis of the increase
shown by the next few months following
that period-that we would be dealing
with traffic to the extent of .340,000
tons. I remember that that forecast
elicited some expressions of surprise, and
possibly those who heard me thought it
incredible; lut I ala glad to inform beol.
members that those figures have been
exceeled, and that the business dealt
with for the twelve months ending 30th
Novemb er Of tis year amlounts to
433,9382 tons. I think this shows that;
anl enormous amiount of inisiness is being
done. Only a year ago the business for
the year amiounted to about 140,000 tons.
It has now increased to over 430,000 tonls,
and is continuing to increase. I will give
You the figures for the last five months to
show the actual result in the inatter of
tonnage. In the month of July, 1896,
the tonnagle which passed over the jetties
was 25,917, while for July of this year it
was .37,629 tons. For August of this
year it was 42,010 tons; for September
45,295 tons; and for October 43,967
tons. We find that the average tonnage
passing over the Fremantle jetties for
the past five months has been 41,303 tons.
This is an enormous return for a small
place like Fremnantle. Bon. members
will no doubt be under the impression
that because all the difficulties at Fre-
mantle have disappeared, there has been
a falling off in the traffic; but that
falling off has not taken place, and I am
pleased to say that the traffic is still in-
creasinga, and that the locomotive traffic
also is increasing rapidly,. With regard
to the exports, the quantity of timber
exported is rapidly increasing. For the
mouth of November last year the whole
of the exports over the Fremantle
wharves amounted to 1,300 tons ; for the
corr-esponding, month of this year it
amounted to 7,700 tons-an increase of
6,400 tons-a very enicouraginig increase
indeed. With regard to the wharfage, I
would like to refer to some remarks made
a few nights ago to the effect that the
oGovernmient were receiving a large revenue,
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from the wharves. I then pointed out
that our income- I have not the exact
figures before Ine to-night-was about
£44,000, while the expenditure was
£62,000, and that consequently there was
a loss of about.£8,000 in connection with
the handling of cargo on those wharves.
It will be said that we are paying too
much for the labour, which I certainly
believe to be the case, because I look
upon it that the Is. 3d. per hour paid for
the labour in connection with handling
cargo is altogether too high; bu.t we
have to take into consideration the fact
that we are not paying that rate con-
tirnuously; that the men who work there
have to suffer this disadvantage, that
the work is not continuous. They are paid
this rate of Is. 3d. per hour, but they hare
to take their chance of getting continuous
employment. I anm hoping that, now
that matters have reached a more normal
condition, the expenses in connection with
the working -and particularly the ex-
penses of overtime and Sundlay work,
which I am glad to say has ceased, or
nearly so-will be very much lessened,
and that this year we shall be able to
show a better return than in years
past.

Rolling Stock.

With regard to the increase in the
stock, which I anticipated last year. hon.
members will recollect my statement that
if it dlid not increase as much as I ex-
pected, it would be owing to the difficulty
we experienced in getting our orders
executed at home. The recent strike in
England retarded the execution of our
orders; and although, when our orders
were sent home, they were divided
amongst a umaber of firms, we found
that other countries were in the same
position as ourselves, and had put large
orders in the hands of manufacturers, so
that a great delay was unavoidable. We
have now at work in thecolony 151 locomo-
tives, as compared with 74 in 1896, and
224 carriages as compared with 102 in 1896.
Wagons have increased from 2,360 in
1896 to 3,485; so that now we are much
better able to deal with the large amount
of business which we have to handle on our
railways. I must point out, however, that
it is only recently that we are beginning
to get our stock in, and that, up to about
four months ago, the stock came forward

very slowly. Now we are receiving it
much mnoreL quickly' , and in the course
of another eight or ten months it is
hoped that we shall have the whole of the
stock which was ordered recently, and
which was charged to that large vote
of £1,200,000 obtained last year, for which
a Loan Bill was put through the House.
Of this amount something like £700,000
worth of stock has been ordered. It is
hoped that next year we shall be able to
introduce into the country fifty lavatory
carriages for the long-distance journeys -

These carriages will consist of two first-
class compartments and two seconds,
each fitted with a lavatory, and fur-
nished, the firsts as carriages of that
class are furnished now, and the
seconds much better than those we
have at the present time. They will
be made as comfortable as possible. This
is very necessary when we take into con-
sideration the long journeys which pas-
sengers have to make over our goldfields
railways.

lJrsplirotioi. of Lines.

With regard to the duplication, that
has been completed, or nearly so; and in
a very short time the whole of the works
in connection with that undertaking will
be finished. The Guildford Bridge is the
last item we have to complete, and then
we shall have the duplication fronm the
24-mile to Fremantle. Had it not been
for this duplication we should have found
very great difficulty in the working of our
traffc; but, owing to the improved con-
dition of things, the expenses have been
lessened and a change for the better has
taken place. Although some adverse
comment has been made with regard to
the expensive buildings and the cost of
the work generally in connection with this
duplication, it must be remembered that
we are not building for the present; but
that, when buildings were erected in the old
days, they were built, no doubt, to anti-
cipate the future, and, in erecting our
buildings to-day, we, too, must anticipate
the future ; in fact I hope we have ntici-
pated the future to such an extent that
we shall be able to meet the convenience
of the public, though not perhaps to that
extent which we might be led to believe
by the remarks passed from time to
time on these buildings upon the rail-
way.-

[ASSEMBLY.] Statemetif on Railwayo.



Annual Estiiates: [14 DECEMBER, 1897.] Statement on Railways. 1045

Interlocking Gear.

I am also pleased to inform the coi-
inittee that [lie interlocking work which
was arranged for a short time before I
cme into office has been continued since,
and has been greatly extended, for the
reason that, as I said last rear. I consider
we cannot do too much to make our rail-
ways safe; and I think we have oniy to
bring to ou' recollection the unfortunate
accident which occurred a few days ago
onl the Yilgarn railway to prove that if
the interlocking systema had been in use
there, that accident could not have
occurred, for the reason that the points,
which were unfortunately set in the
wrong position by someone - proba-
bly by the deceased himself -would
ha~ve been automatically adjusted. The
inquiry has not yet been completed,
but if those points had been inter-
locked, the signal would have been
against the driver of that train, and con-
sequently he would not have entered the
siding, and this poor loan would not
have lost his life. The cost of inter-
locking such a siding as that would
only amount to some X400; and I
think that, when we can afford to do
it, every station where we have a busy
line, such as the Yilgarn line, should b~e
interlocked.

MR. ILLINOWOtiTH: Would it cost
£400 a station ?

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: Yes; with the signals and
everything else. Of course that figure
applies to the very small stations.* For
such a station as Perth the cost would be
£5,000; in fact, Perth will ultimately
cost about £11,000 when completed. A~t
the same time, we must take into con-
sideration the fact that the cost of
the whole of the interlocking done up
to date has been £34,000 for the 21
stations which have been interlocked. It
will thus be seen that the system having
cost upl to date about £34,000, the per-
centaige of this expense on the capital cost
is only £914. or barely one per cent.; so
that, had the system not been introduced,
we would only have effected a saving of,
sy. one per cent, And we mnst certainly
acknowledge that, by introducing it, we
have greatly improved the railways, have
increased the conveniences to the travel-
ling pulbc, and mde travelling very
much safer.

Iinprovernents and Ren trals of Existing Lines,

With regard to the improvements and
renewals of existing lines, I have made a
new departure this year by' charging to
consolidated revenue an amount of
£95,000 for the purpose of effecting
certain improvements which should be
carried out, and Which Cannot possibly be
charged to loan; for I take it that the
repairing of stations, the re-laying of the
railways, and also the removal of
different station buildings, and so forth,
and the improvement of the railway
carriages, ought to be done out of revenue.
It has cost scale £600 to improve the
second-class accommodation. Although
possibly this has not been done to the
extent which we would all desire, still I
think there has been a considerable im-
provement, and I am glad to say that
to-day nearly every second class-conapart-
ment has been cushioned. These works,
I take it, should be properly charged to
revenue, and I think, too, that the more
we can take from revenue, so long as we
canl afford to take it, the better; in fact,
I was about to take £160,000, but found
it impossible to do so, and contented my-
sell with the.£95,000 shown as expended
from railway revenue. That suinis taken
from railway revenue, and expended Onl
the railways. The railway revenue is. of
Course, paid into the consolidated revenue,
and the vote is taken for improvements
to Open railways.

Lighting of Carriages.

The Lighting of trains is a matter
which has been frequently brought before
the public; in fact there have been many
complaints about the indifferent lighting;
but I would like to point out that this
subject has been a matter of inquiry in
larger communities than ours, and It is
only during the last few months that
Victoria has adopted a uniform systemn of
lighting. Victoria has experimented with
electricityand with gas; and I had an
opportunity when in that colony of travel-
ling inl one of the experimental cars
lighted by gas. I have heard since that
the Victorian Government have givenl
orders for the fitting up of the whole of
their railway stock with what is called
Piusel's gas. I find that this system has
been adopted in New South Wales also,
as well as in Queensland. In South
Australia. although we have heard so
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much there of the lighting of carriages
with electricity, I find that only one
train-and that the train runnming from
Adelaide to ]Broken Hill-is so lighted.
And from inquiries made I find that
it is a very costly method of light-
ing, and not to be recommended, and the
South Australian G-overnmnt intend to
adopt the system of Lighting by nicans of
gas. Electricity, however, is receiving
some consideration at the hands of our
G4overnimenmt, and the General Manager,
who is visiting England, intends to in-
quire into its working at home. The
Engineer-in-Chief, when in England, also
made inquiries, and he is rather in
favour of the lighting of carriages by gas
in p)reference to electricity. We have
fitted up a carriage here with Stonie's
patent electrical aplpliance, and that will
be tested in a few days. But I myself
think it will be eventually proved that the
lighting by gas will be the least expensive
system, and will possibly give the best
light we call get for thenmoney. There
certainly should 1)e an improvement in
our lighting. I feel mnysell that ;111
inprovemnent is very necessary; for those
who travel long distances in our trains
must certainly find it very tiresome
indeed to sit in our carriages withi the
indifferent light which is now provided.

Increase of Staff.

I must mention one or two remarks
made the other evening with regard to
the staff. Some members d~rew attention
to the great increase in the staff, and
there was evidently an impression that it
was too large. 1 must point out, how-
ever, that although the staff shows an
increase, a great nunmber of men recently
employed are not now in the service,
because the return which I then pre-
sented to the House was made up to the
10th June; and the staff employed by
the permanent way branch included a
lar-ge iiumber of men engaged on the
duplication work wvlo have since left the
service ini consequence of the completion
of that undertaking. Otherwise there
has only been the ordinary increase of
staff, which is ab~solutely necessary for
the efficient working of the railways.
This year. in fact, 1 think the staff will
be much reduced in numbers, taking
into consideration the large amount
of work we have to carry out, for

the reason that our men have become
and are becoming more efficient. Last
year, as I pointed out, the depart-
nment was more of a training school,
because a great number of men camne
here who had more or less knowledge of
railway work- some very much less; and
the consequence was that we had to keep
a number of men in reserve to take the
places of those who proved to be inefficient.
The increased efficiencyv of the staff this
year will obviate the necessity for keeping
so inany temporary men as we had to
employ last year.

Official Conferences.

1 would like to mention one or two
innovations made during the year, which
wvill showv that some imnprovemnt has
been effected in regard to the administra-
tion of the railways. Last year I men-
tioned that it was intended to introduce a
system of conferences, and I am glad to
say that this system has been inaugu-
rated, and hi~s worked admirably. The
heads of the departmnts have their
regular conferences, at which all matters
of importance are discussed; and proper
minutes of these conferences are kept
and printed, and are sent to the re-
presentative heads of departments, as
well as to the Commissioner. These
conferences have beeni introduced with
much advantage. They have prevented
the delay which took place when
communications were in writing. The
officers most concerned are able to discuss
these matters among themselves, and to
arrive at the Ibest conclusions without
having to resort to the very tedious pro-
cess of writing. I amn glad to say that I
have found very great benefit from it.
Conferences are held by five different
departments, and all matters discussed
by the subordinate boards are discussed
at the Commissioner's conference, which
sits monthly. Such a system has been
found to wvork admirably in Newv South
Wales, and it has had a very good effect
here. I regard the railways as more of a
business department than any other, and
I have to work it upon those business
lines which we would adopt in our own
business-to arrive at a conclusion as
quickly as possible, amid to act on our
conclusions without delay. The changes
which have taken place from time to time
have been the cause of very much annov-
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alice- to the public, and have caused the
public to condemin the systeii more than
anythinug else: aind any improvement in
that direction should b)e appreciated by
those who tr-ansact business with the
Rlailway Deparitmet.

Salaries anid Dities.
Holl. mlembers Will find, oil going

through the Estimates, that the salaries
will be placed before them. Somne
of those will, perhaps, be criticised
by hion. members ois account of
the apparently large figures; hut
when lion. me;mbers take into con-
sideration the fact that the principal men
of this great department, have under their
control the working of a big system fsuch
as our railway systemn is. they will find
that the amnount paid to the gentlemen
who do the supervision is not too mutch.
for the seivices which they render. It is
an immnentse business, and their work is
never finished. They are working at all
hours, day; and night. They have a great
responsibility, and I know of no other
department in the public service which
nieeds such close attention as the rail ways. I
hope members will consider that the wvork
is different from and quite outside of the
ordinary working of depaLrtments Which
do not comne so closely into touch with the
public -as the railway servants do. When
you look into the vast amount of business
done, which is worked up in at measure by
those men who have to provide the mneanls
of transit and who have also to be respon-

i ble for the working of a big undertak ing
such as 'this, I certainly consider they
should be well coin pnsated for thearduous
and responsible duties they have to per-
formn. During the year the -Engineer-in-
Chief, Mr. O'Connor, resigned the position
he held of Acting General Manager of
Railways. 'He has held that position for
the past six iearS, amnd although lie has
frequently asked the Government to
relieve him and to appoint someone else,
it was not till December of last year that
the Government finally decided to do so,
and to appoint Mr. Davies as General
Manager of Railways. The services
rendered by Mfr. O'Connor during the time
hie has been acting ais general manager
have been munch appreciated; and although
very great improvements have been
effected during the past year, takingi into
consideration the conditionl of thle colonly,

at great deal is due to hin for the
economical way in whieb lihe designIfed and
also carried ouit the construction of the
railwayS. %Ve have recently had to
mciease the equipment of the railways,
and to inmprove them inl Such a Wa3 as11 of
course might reasonably have been done
during the administration of that gentle-
m ian. I quite amit that what he did hie

Idid for the best. I fully appreciate all
that lie has done3, and I think we have
vet-v mnuch. to thank him for, although1
sometimes lie may have erred upon the
Side Ofn lMcon0fly-thiat is with rega~rd
to the equipment. After filling the
position for such a length of time, I
cannot do mnore than express ini this
House the, conffidence the Gxovriment
had. in his admninistration and their appre-
ciation Of the good work lie did. 31r.
Datvies'si appointmnt has only been male
since January 1, and we have not yet had
Sufficient oppourtunity of seeing what hef,
can do in his new post- We had five
years' experience of his working aS chie'f
undez--manager, and when the full report
is presented next year of the working of
the railways, uinder one year's admiinistra-
tion. by Mr-. Davies, we shall be able to
judge whether the conifidence placed in
h i nt by the Parliament of the country hias
b.eenl justified. When the heavy wor-k
occulred at FPremnan tie and at other Places,
I atlways found him. to the: fore doing hiis
very best in the interests of time service,
and in the most energetic. man noer carrying
out time administration of the railways to
the utmost of his ability, with a, grea!t
amount of success. Thme appoitunentr of
Mr. Davies necessitated the reai-rangre-
mnent of the adiniistrativo stair of the
railwayvs. Mr. Short, Who Was recently,
until the pu-chase of time Great Sotithern,
raLilwayv, the chief manager of that railway,
was offered and accepted the position
vacemuid by Mvr. Davies. Mr. Short
comes to us with a reputation fi-om the
Great Southern for courtesy of manner,
and also for pr-actical. experience in c;on-
nection with railway workiu-, which I
hope Wvill stand( hlim in. good stead in his
new post. At present iie is acting for
the general manager, who is away on six
mtonthis' leave of ahmosence, and who requires-

*rest after his amduous work during the
past six years. Alr. Short is taking uLP
the position of acting general manager

*during lte absence of the general manager

Annual Eslimalet.
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in England. So far things have gone oil
most satisfactorily. With regard to the
other officers, Mr. Dartuall, the Engineer
of Existing Lines, and his staff have done
their utmost during the past year to carry
out thle very heavy work that has fallen
on them. I Cannot say too Much of the
energy with which Ar. Campbell, Loco-
mnotive Engineer, met the call made upon
him for the increase in roiling stock.
His department worked nit and day to
effect that object. He is on the gold-
fields now arranging about the water
difficulty. All those officers seam to
take and do take a very great interest
in their work, and to them must be
attributed much of the success that has
followed the railways during the past
yreAr. The improvement, too, in our
account b~ranch is evidenced by the
remiarks made by the Auditor Genleral
in his report laid before the House. He
has signified his aJppreciation of the
work dlone since Mr. Patterson has taken
up) -his duties. Those who knew the
department some time ago, and the way
in which the accounts were managed,
must certainly approve the chiange that
has taken place recently. The Auditor
General stated that muich of the cause
for fault-finding in connection with
shortages has now been removed. We
shall hear very' little more of any
difficulty in connection with the account
branch of the railways.

Electric Bra tic.

D uring the year an electric branch has
been establish'd-a large and growing
deparitment which deals with the whole
of the telephonic system in connection
with the railways. The electric staff
system, which has been introduced, is
one of the safety appliances which adds
to the safe working of the railways. It
is one of the most useful innovations
brought about in the working of the
railway system generally.

The Future

%Vith regard to the future, I 'nay say
that, although the Government give a
good account of the past-the income
which we expected last year was exceeded
by the result-next year we hope to
reeve a very much tlrger amount than
we did last year. The revenue is esti-
mated at £1,200,000, and the expendi-I

tare: is placed onl the Estimates at
£866,396 or £2900,000.

MR. ILLINGWORlH : I hope you won't
spend it.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: The miember for Central Mur-
chison (Mr Illiugwortli) hopes we will
not spend it. buIt the ho,,1. Inemrber may
depend upor, the department using all
economy in connection with the working
of the railways, although we may, look for
some reductioni in the expenses owing, to
the efficiency of the men.

W~ater Supply for Railivays.

We must be prepared to increase the
expenditure for the water supply. The
water supply for the Yilgarn goldflelds
has given out, and we have Oly 'a Supply
sufficient to last three weeks. This wil
necessitate, unless we have a rainfall, all
expenditure of £12,000 in connection with
the construction of tanks and providing
extra pumping where there is rail, water.
This will mean the expenditure of an
extra amoulnt of £600 per week for the
haulage of water. When hon. mnembers
consider that this will mean a very large
increased cost in connmection with thew~ork-
ing expenses, they will quite understand
that we are not always prepared to cop~e
with sudden emergencies of this kind.
We did not calculate on an expenditure
of this chlaracter in the Estimates.
Although we estimated so much for
the working of the railways, we assumed
that conditions would be normal ;but
now we are face to face with an im-
expected difficulty, which will not occur
again. A great many reservoirs have
been constructed which wvill hold
57,000,000 gallons, and 128 miles from
Perth is another holding 11,000,000
gallons. It is situated at a very good
place for catching water, and this year
was almost full. Next year, if we have
anything like an ordinary rainfall, we
shall not have to face that difficulty,
even if we set aside the question
of the Coolgardie water scheme, which
must eventually be carried out. Bit
I hope that thlen we shall be ab~le to
supply ourselves with water from our
reservoirs along the railway,, and thus
leave the whole of the water which may
be taken by the Coolgardie scheme to be
used by the people onl the goldfields. I
would like to mention what we are doing
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in regard to carrying coal from the Collie
coal field.

Collie Coal Traffic.
I mntioned, in my remnarks, that T

anticipated a large increase im connection
with the working of the South-Western
Railwav, resulting fronm the carrying of
Coal from the Collie. We have wceepted
a tender for the supl~plyv of 60.0O0 tons of
coal for use onl Goveinmient railways
(luring the year ; btit I may nmention that
provision is made in the conitract that the
Government may, by giving notice to the
con tractor, reduce the quantit 'y we have
engaged to take under that contract, and
we are at liberty to take coal froiii anl'
local colliery we' may think fit for sup-
plying our rail ways, 'We are 110w testing
th~e Collie coal mn' the railways, and in a
few days another test will be made in
addition to the previous tests which have
been so satisfactory. As an encourage-
inent to those who are engaged in de-
veloping our coal-mnines at the Collie, the
Government have agreed to take sonc
25,000 tons from one colliery, and this
coal is to be subjected to satisfactory
tests, and to be supplied at a price which,
all things being taken as equal, will be
eq uivalent to the price of coal Suitpplied to
uts [rom Newcastle., New South Wales.
It is hoped the large quantity of Collie
coal we intend taking for use on the
G-overnmient railways will act as an in-
ducement to those who are developing
our collieries, and will enable us to test
the coal thoroughly. and show whether
it is a good fuel for the purpose of
our railways. If the tests are not
satisfactory, the Government are not
bound to take the coal ; but it is to be
hoped that the coal will turn out satis-
factorily: and I am sure any encourage-
mnen t which can be given to local collieries
in the way I have stated will be ap-
proved by this House. As I shall
have an opportunity, durn g the
discussion on the Railway Estimates,
for dealing with individual items,
it is not mny intention to speak further
on these matters at the present
stage.

Revenue -Ho- Estimated.

ifui. ItLINowoaRTH : On what ground
do you estimate the revenue of
£1,200,000 for the year?

THE COMMISSIONER OF RA-IL-
WAYS: Having tme mileage basis, and
taking the increases to be the same as we
had the year before, when we found
ourselves with a revenue of £915,000
upon an estimiate of £734,000, so we
have based the estimate again on mileage,
and have made due allowance for any
proba~ble falling off by striking off
sonic £50,000 from the estimated
amnount which we sh1OUld receive if we
take the figures of the past year as the
basis of our estimate of' what we are
likely to receive in the present year. I
mnay say that, uip to the end of November,
we had received a. revenue equal to
£1,030,000 for the present year, and
each month has shown an increase on the
previous mionth. The revenue for the
last mouth, for instance, showed an
increase of £7,000 over that of the pre-
vious month;- and we all know the great
increase of traffic which usually takes
place during December, Januaryv, and
February, and which we may expect to
take place this year. We have a large
local business which must certainly give
us a great deal to do, and we have
also to take Into consideration a large
business omning on in connection with
the carrying of coal from the Collie to
the golddields. There is no doubt a fall-
ing off in the wood supply on the eastern
grold~fields; and it is stated by mine
manuagers that they can get a better
result from coal thian fromn wood, the
price being equal, so that this points
to the fact that we are likely to have a
gr-eatly increased business in connection
with the carrying of coal to the gold-
fields, now that our collieries are being
developed. We have also a prospect of
an increased business in connection with
retains freight; and taking this increase,
togrether with the recent construction of
the Boulder railway, we expect a very
large business will be done in the current
year. Therefore, taking all things into
consideration, I am sanguine of receiving
for the current year the income 1 have
estimated. We certainly expect it, and I
believe we shall get it. There is no
reason why we should not get it, because,
after all, the best months in the year for
traffic are to come. We have had the
early portionu of the year. which is always
a dull period for railway purposes; we
are having summner months now, and

Anatial Estimatec,
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shial have the best part of the year to
follow; so that I quite expect a con-
siderable increase during the ensuing
months. There is also ant increase on the
Boulder railway, wh icli wvill have cost,
when completed, some £22,000. We
comimenced by carrying 6,000 passengers
at week, and the traffic has increased to
11,000 weekly. A further increase of
some 50 per cent, is exlpected to follow ijul-
metliateky on the completion of the whole
of that railway, which is groing Onl some
distance farther. 'These figures will indi-
cate that a large business is. to he ex-
peeted, not onily iii passengers, but in
goods traffic, alonge that line.

Great Southeria Rail-maoy.

One point I have omitted is in regard to
the Great Southern Railway; and I may
say that, notwithstanding the falling off
which has taken place in connection with
people coming into the colony who have
miade A-lbany their port and travelled
overland by the Great Southern Railway,
the incoine f romi that railway has kept uip
very well, ats will be shown by the report I
have presented to the House; and although
there has been a slight loss, after pa~ying
interest on capital, yet it may almost be
said we have paid our way since the pur-
chase of that railway. I think the resutlts
on the whole are satisfactory, considering
that we have had to renew some miles of
that line in consequence of the sleepers
being in a bad condition.

Ma. LLINGWORTH: YOU told us,
before the purchase, that the sleepers
were all iii good condition.

THiE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: I told the House that some
sleepers would have to he renewed; and
I inay say the company had intended to
renew themn, if the company had con-
tinuied to manage the line. We have also
established a mnuch improved train service
on the Greatt Southern line, for we have
two trains running daily between Albany
and Perth, and another trainl running
between Albany and Northai for local
traffic, thus serving the people who are
setted along the line, and encouraging
that increase of settlement which we are
all satisfied to see making such great
progress along that railwa. I hope that
With, the increased settlement there going
on, and also With the Improving prospects,
we shall have a better accomnt to give of the

working of the Great Southern Railway
nextyear. Even now I ami perfectly satisfie
with the result; and considering the fact
that we have now to Work two services
instead of the one service which was in
operation when we took over the Great
Southern Railway, I think the Govern-
mnt and the coluntry' may congratulate
themselves onl the putrchlase of that line
of railway.

Concluding Remarks.
In mnaking these remarks onl theRal

Wayv Estimates, the timie available to mne
hias been too shoirt for deali mug exhaustively
with such an important matter; but I
have endeavou red to touch upon every
subject of importance. If there is any -
thing I have not touched upon, I shall be
pleased to give members any information
they require iii regard to the working, or
any subject onl which they mnay desire
inf ormnation. Although I have given
such a good statement of the working of
these railways, yet, after all, we must feel
that while everything mlay have bpen
done for the best from an administrative
point of view, yet the success which has
attended the workinug of the railways is
to be attributed in a great degree
to the mnen who are engaged in carry-
ing on that service. They have been
assiduous and umtii-ing in their efforts.
from the General Manager down-
wards; and, speaking of them as at
whole, every one hias worked with a will,
and donle his particular part in a way
I appreciate very much. There is 110

hour of the day or night when, if I get onl
to the telephone and ring lip an officer of
the Railway Department, I fail to find
they are always on the alert, or that some-
one does not answer in connection with
that department. Indeed the rail way
could take no better motto for itself than
that of Nian qain dot-mw-" I never
sleep.",

DEBATE ON HALLWAY ESTIMATES.

Mn. KENNY asked for in iformation as
to the proposed construction of the Cue-
to-Nannine railway, and what was being
done to cominence that work. He ob-
serve/I that £121,283 remained unex-
pended in the vote for the Nannine rail-

wa ; and as nearly 12 mionths had
elapsed since that railway was handed over,
there should be seine sign of commencing

EASSEMBLY.] -Debale on Bailways.
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the extension to -Nanuinie. It had been
stated that the survey was finished, and
the latest. information was that the plans
were completed, but that the Glovernment
had not decided to go onl with the work at
present. As hie had said, in reference to
constructing a telegraph Line to Peak
Hill, thee -were thousands. of tonls of
machinery now onl the water, and a lot
more to follow, for the Peak Hill minies;
and all this would he a great advantage to
the -North Murchisonm goldields, and gave
assurance of traffic, for the Wannine rail-
way, which lie wished to see com-
menced. It would shorten the route
to Lake Way, and those far-distant
goldfields, and there could be no
question about this line paying well when
opened.

TT-E COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: Although a survey of the pro-
posed line had been made, and the plans
were being prepared, the Government
were not prepared to proceed with the
construction of the line at present. As
to the amount available, :although at one
timie it was thought that X30,000, would be
availalble. which would have been sufficient
to construct a certain portion of the line,
if not all of it, there had benu greater
demands onl the Government in) respect
to the Mullewa-Cue line than were at
first anticipated. A. large amiount. had to
be expended to put right 80100 wash-
aways, and there had been great cost in
connection with the water supply for the
line. The amount that would be avail-
able would be small.

MR. ILIJNGWORTHT: The House
passed a Bill for the construction of the
line, and we ha~d a pledge that the money
would be allocated.

THE PREMER: The lion. member
knew better than that.

Ma. ILLINGWORT}I: There was a
Loan Bill passed, and a certain sum was
set down in the Bill for the Mutllewa- to-
Cuteline, When the railway was tendered
for there was a clear surplus shown, and
at promise 'was giveni that the excess
mone 'y of that vote should be expended in
the extension of railways in the Mfur-
chison district. In view of the fact that
there would he money available, the House
passed a Bill for the construction of a
railway f rein Cue to Naninine. The
answer of the Minister was unsatisfactory
in view of that fact.

TnaE PREMIER: The hion. member
for Central Mlurchison was too astute a
mnan not to know all about this matter.
There had been considerable expenditure
on the line fromn Mullewa to One. Then
there were the wash-atways and the water
supply, so that there would be not so
much available as was anticipate; in his
opinion there would be nothing available.
Something like £40,000 was absorbed in
raising the embankments and in provid-
igwater stipp lies along ,tie lie. Nearly
the whole of the money the Government
expected to have for the amnimie railway
woulId be exhaus ted. It wou ld have been
foolish to start a branch line -when. the
trunk line was not comnpleted. If there
was sufficient, for the construction Of the
Nannine railwayV, the Go-vernment would
be only too pleased to build it. As soon
as money was available the line would be
started.

Mn. A. FORREST congratulated the
Comniissioner of Railways on the great
success whichi had attended the Railway
Departmnent. Hie was glad to see that
the salary of the general mtanager was to
be increased. A great deal of credt was
due. to the manager for the improvemnt
ini the service. The general manager
insisted on nmaking the railways pay
whether it suited individuals or not.
The railwabys were now managed to the
satisfaction of the public. Ever' man
who had business with the rail way depart-
went was satisfied with the way in which
the railways were being nianaged.

MR. KENNY: Out of £181,280 for the
cnstruction of certainl lines, there Would
be £121,293 left by June next year. In
the face of that fact the Commissioner of
Railways said he hadt( not sufficient mnoney
in hand to construct an additional 60
miles of line.

THE COMMUISSIONER OF RAIL-
WA YS: The wash-aways and the
provision for water supply absorbed
£70,000 of this amount. 'Then there
were progress payments in connection
wvith the railways, and although the tinle
was to be handed over next, dime, the
contractor had to maintain the line for
another period, and he would not be paid
the balance until that period had elapsed.
Very little of the £121,000 would be left.

Mna. GEORGE: The South-Western
railway would prove an important asset
its far as the railways were concerned. A
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number of stations had been erected
along the South-Western line, but very
few conveniences. The shelter Sheds
had not been placed in the proper
positions to formn a shelter. Would
the Minister remedy that error of
judgment? And was hie prepared to
place a) responsible officer in charge, so
that the settlers who had small lots of
goods left at stations on that line mnight
not suffer from pilfering'? Then again
would the Minister consider the question
of introducing the eight-hours System
into the Railway Department? The Wel-
lington Street entrance to the goods
yard had been closed, and a picket fence
erected in its place; and now people
having business at the goods office had
to go half a mile round and evenually
cross the dangerous part of the line, fromL
which the picket fence was properly in-
tended to protect the public. No doubt the
William Street gates would prevent serious
accidents, but at the same time thd gates
were a great inconvenience to people
who wished to cross the line with vehicles.
Beaufort Street bridge was not wide enough
for the traffic. should the William Street
c rossing be closed entirely. As to the
footbridge at William Street, the sooner it
was widened the better; and an officer
should be placed to enforce the " move
on " law, and prevent the bridge being
blocked by loiterers. There was a large
quantity of rolling stock. at Fremnantle;
and if rolling stock was required, why
was that not put into use ?

MaI. A. FORREST expressed a, hope
that the Conunissioner, in replying to the
remnarks of the hion, member for the
Murray (Mr. George) as to the William
Street bridge, would not pledge himself
to any particular line of policy until he
had been interviewed by a deputation
appointed by the City Council, which
would wait upon him in reference to this
matter. The hion. member for the
Murray had left the City Council -why,
he (Mr. Forrest) did not know.

MR. GEORGE said that was his business,
MR. A. FORREST said he had a great

esteem and regard for the lion. member
for the Murray, but when that gentleman
rose to represent the city of Perth, it was
time those muenihers who did represent
the city should ask the Minister not to
pledge himself to any particular hune of
poie.

MR. GEORGE said he did not know
whether thie lion. memiber for West Kiim-
berley held a brief for any particular part
of the colony. The lion. memtber repre-
sented a district in the North--

MR. A. FORREST: L aim1 maJyor Of the
City.

Ma. GEORGE: The lion. miember
represented a district more remarkable
for the largeness of its acres than for the
lbrains of the individuals it produced.

Mat. A. FORREsT said hie waLs not
Produc:ed there.

Ma. GEORGE: No; otherwise the
constituency would not have had brains
enough to return the lion, member. A
sneer had been raised at himi (Mir. George)
for leaving the City Council. This was
not the place to explain his reason for
leaving the Council, nor to ask the hion.
muember for West Kimberley why he
(Mr. A. Forrest) left the City Council in
such a miuddle as he did two years ago,
and paved the way for such a display of
mayoral incompetency ats the colony had
never seen before, and, it was to he hoped,
would not see agaiu.

THE CHAIRMANq: The lion, memiber is
out of order.

AIR. GEORGE said he was a rate-
payer, and iiot a small one, and yet it
seemed to b.e regarded as a piece of
impudence on his part to point out what
appeared to hint to be of interest to the
Conuniissioner of Railways and to the
ratepayers of Perth. He was not asking
the Commissioner to declare his policy,
and he hoped the hion. gentleman would
not allow himself to be dictated to by the
autocrat, at any rate, of the Assembly.

MR. HURDLE congratulated the
Commissioner on the very able way in
which the railways had been carried OIL
during the last twelve mionths. Some
eighteen mnonths ago, there was a great
block at Frenmantle, and a great outcry
against the Government; but the Govern-
nient coped wvith the block in the best way
possible under the circumstances. It was
all very well for hion. nmembhers, who did
not know the " ins and outs " of affairs,
to criticise, but if they had resided in
Freniantle, as lie had done for the last 12
years, they would have formied very
differenit Opinions.

THiE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: The Shelter sheds referred to by
the lion. mnember for the Mu-rray were
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in existence on the South- Western line
somne three or four years ago. The de-
partmnent were now altering the state of
affairs complained of by reversing the lines.
and putting new stations on the other side,
so that he thought this should mieet the
wishes bo0th of the hon. member and of
his constituents. Wher6ver the circum-
stances warranted the putting an officer
ini chiarge of a station, he had it done.
Nearly all the places which a year ago
had no one in charge were inr charge of
someone now. This poliev would be
carried out so far as was poss'ible. There
would sooni be little Cause Of complaint.
With regard to the William Street cross-
ing, he had ten deputations coining to see
him about that, and he would not say'
nnuch about it till he had seen themn. He
would, however, say that it was the
intention of the G-overnmnent to increase
the width of the overhead bridge for
passengers. Those who. loitered on the
bridge, as the hon. member complained.
would be asked to move on, although he
felt rather grateful to them for the
evident interest they took in, and for the
admirinbg comments they passed on, the
work of the department. It was intended
that another platform should be erected.
and in three or four weeks he hoped to
see the commencement of a bridge leading
down to the platform from the overhead
platform, tums enabling passengers to
comne down by the bridge and go on to the
platform. There would be an entrance
from Beaufort Street proper to the plat-
form. This would enable passengers to use
the platforms without having to go in the
square to enter by the main entrance in
the event of the gates being closed. He
hoped the public would bear with the
present arrangements for a time, reimem -
bering that the department were doing
all they could to effect improvements.
Designs were being prepared to widen
the Beaufort Street bridge to double its
present width, and the work would be
placed in hand inmnediately the designs
were ready. The change would be made
on the south-eastern side of the present
structure. That would give extra con-
venience to people travelling by that
route. With regard to the closing of
the Wellington Street gates, that had not
been done till after the matter had been
fully considered. He would see that some
sort of wicket-gate was put up for the

convenience of passengers. With regard
to the other mnatters mentioned by the
hon. member, he had no intention of in-
trodiicing the eight-hours systemn. The
present system worked admirably. Tak-
ing into consideration the fact that the
work was not of a very lalborious charac-
ter, he did not think anyI change was re-
quired.

MR, OLDHAM congratulated the hon.
gentlemtan who administered the Railway
Departmnent on the great success that had

tbeen achieved. He wvished, however, to
draw attention to the expenditure on the
Mullewa-to-Cuo railway. When the con-
struction of this line was finished, soine-
thing like £30,000 remained unexpended;
but in consequence of some wash-awat's
he understood the commi ttee was to be
asked to allow nearly the whole of thids

Imoney to be spent on emnbankments, etc.,
and that another £830,000 would be
necessary for the construction of the line.
If the line had been properly designed in
the firsit instance, a, very few more thou-
sands would have been sufficient to cope

Iwith the wash-a-ways.
THE OOMMISSIONER OF -RAIL-

WAYS said that only those who were
intimately acquainted with that part
of the Murehison throvuh which the rail-

Iway in qu estioln passed could have antici-
pated the great havoc and damage done
to the railway by the recent flood. There
was no evidence of ant' watercourses, and
provision was only made for a fall of
water which was considered likely to fall.
The four or five inches which fell at one
time, inundating the whole country and
causing the wash-aways that occurred,
could never have been anticipated by
those who knew nothing of the country;
and the evidence the engineers had,
though they made every inquiry, did not
justify theni in constructing waterways.
If provision had been made before-
hand for the whole of the flow which
actually occurred in connection with
that rainfall, it would have meant the

Iconstruction of a bridge for miles.. as it
would have been impossible to provide
whichay felor the great lbulk of water

whic f~l.It was proposed to put in
fairly large openings where necessary, but
both; he and the engineers quite antici-
pated a reciurence of the difficult y if
there was a recurrence of heavy rainfall.
AUl the engineering skill they possessed

.A."'111al ER61nales :
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would not o1)vjate this withou~t going, to
the expense of putting inl ver 'y lengthy
b)ridges. Only one other course could be
taken, and that was to lay the line level
with the surface, and let the whole of the
water flow over it; but if the rain con-
tinued for days or wveeks, that method
would not be safe, as the rails wvould sink
into the surface. If the rainfal were not
of an abnormal character, hie proposed to
provide for it by) putting in fairly large
openings to the ordinary drains. With
regard to the i-ails ordered from Englanid,
lie might say that these had not yet left
London. inl consequence of the great
business that haid Sprung upl in connection
with thle Coolgardie line, time rails had
been ordered to go oin to Freintle in-
stead of to Geraldtou, and they would 1)0
made use of for putting in 50 miles of
line on thle Yilgarni railway, which was
urgently required. Unless arrangements
were made to re-vail that line, not only
would additional expense have to be in-
curred, but a gineat delay would be caused.
When the time cattle, time Government
would replace these rails.

MR. ILLINOWOirTH: V[llnthe Collutis-
sioner admitted stealing the Naninel i-ails.

THE COMMHISSIONER OF RtAIL-
WAYS : That would not hie charged to the
Narrmne line, bnit to the open railway vote,
and, of course, it would be spent for the
purpose of renewing the rails on the Yil-
gan railwa'iy.

MR. ILLINOWORTII: Would the Comn-
miissioner replace the rails ?

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS :When Pailiamnent found the
money for the continuance of the line
to Nainnine, the rails would be forth-
coming.

MR. A. FORREST said hie happened
to be onl the railway when the great flood
referred to by the Commissioner occurred.
There was no doubt that the engineers
who surveyed the Line had had no experi-
ence in the Mur-chison country, otherwise
they would have laid the rails in quite
a different way. Anyone who knew the
Murchison country was aware that it was
subject to floods, that there were few
waterways, and that the country was
frequently unader water. The whole of
the country between the Murcisoni and
Mount Magnet was at times under water.
It was a low countr-y covered with small
crnecks, and anyone who travelled thr-ough

Iit could see that the whole of it would
be flooded at times. And the Govern-

I miont, when it took over this line, would
have to be prepared to Spend from
X20,000 to £50,000 in repairing wash-
aways. The Government, in the first
instance, had constructed this line in thle
cheapest possible way-no doubt in the
interests of thle country, for the House
would never have agreed to spend £4,000
or £5,000 a il e upon it. It was because
of the risk of wash-aways that the con-
tractors were not prepared to hand over
the line until the contract wats completed.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: There was one
difliculty about this railway line which lie
would like the Minister to explain. In
thle estimailte for the construction of this
line, an amount of some £400,000 was
put down. Of this sum, £200,000 was
supposed to be for construction, ex-
clusive of rails and fastenings. The
railway contract was let for £64,000; so
that there was, on the face of it,a balance
of X[36,000 to the credit of that vote.
He understood that £12,000 had been
expended for washi-aways ; and, even if
anlother £10,000 or £12,000 wecre added to
that amount, the question still remained:
what had become of the balance of the
vote carried for the prn-pose of construct-
iing this ralway front Mullewat to Cue ?
Had the amount been absorbed, even if
we put on another.£12,000 for waterF

THE OOMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
£240,000.

MR. ILjLINGWORTH: Even so, the
remainder of the balance of .2136,000
still had to be accounted for.

THE PREMIER: Only £36,000 was
shownt last year.

MR. ILLjINGWORTH : It was said
that £40,000 had been spent for water.

THE PREMIER: It had not been spent
yet.

MR. TLjUNGWORTH: Then that
was a point gained; though it dlid not
appear where it could be spent.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RiAILWAYS:
Watter would have to be be got from the
Natunine river. If the hon. member would
leave tle question until t-morrow', liecould
get full infornation about it in dealing
with the Loan Estimates. It was a
pulic~i works matter.

MR. LYALL HALL: The Conimis-
stoner of Railways was to be congratu-
lated on the very satisfactory statemmiUnt
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hie hadl placed before tip. connmittee,
which was particularly gintifting in its
finanIcial aspect. Yesterday hie had been
informed by * v gentleman who had just
returned from Geratldtun, and whlo had
had 28 years' experience in Victoria, that
our railwavs were better ballasted than
those of tha;It colony, and that, although
lie had been travelling on a narrow-gauge
line, hie bad not felt so much oscillation as
in Victoria, whi~ere the broad gauge existed.
He would like to draw the attention of the
Commissioner to the importation of youing
Englishmen to fill positions in his depart-
ment. As an Australian, hie (Mr. Ball)I
believed in giving our- own young men a
show%; and it was all hosh to Say that it was
nlecessary to imiport men from England.
We could find mlen here-if not in West-
el-n A usti-alia, at least in the other colonies
-- to fill any positions in the railway
service. As everyone wats aware, the
reason for this wvas that tlbe chief men in
the depar-tinit were from England; and
the anltipathy, of the Englishman to any-
thing colonial wats well known.

MR. WALLACE: With reference to
wash-aways, without reflecting, on thle
Engineer-in-Oh jef's depar-tment, hie might
saV that, if its Officers hll muade a proper
survey of Yalgoo, they would have found
that it lay in a basin surrounded by bills;
anld tlin ight have easilyascertainled that
the high water-mark, in ordinary seasons,
was considerably above the level esti-
mated by them. Another matter was
that onl the Mullewa-One line there were
twvo stations which would not be used by
the present generation. There were no
Settlers in the country, nor was there
anything around them that would make
them of any rise.

Vote put and passed.
Progress reported. and leave granted

to sit again.

MINES REGULATION ACT AMENDM~iENT
BILL.

Received from the Legislative Council,
andl read at first time.

ADJOURNMTENT.
The House adjourned at 1165 p..

until the next day,

LPrgislIatibel gouncil.
Wednesday, 1-5(k Decemiber, 18.97.

Paper rented-Criminal Appeal Bill: discliarge of
ore-Sl of Liquors" Act Anmendineut Bili: in

committee ; diiions Oil Clautsev2 ic otoe
Clauie 7-Noxious Weeds Bill: scn edn

(ugaicd)-Streets and Road9 Mcniau Bill:
seod eding-Adjourc,,n~et.

THE PRESIDENT took, the Chair at
5 o'clock, pi..

PRAYERS.

PAVER PRESENTED.
By TUE MINISTER OF MyIN;Es: Loan

Estimates of Expenditure for 1897-8.
Ordered to lie onl the table.

CRI[MINAL APPEAL BILL.
DISCHARGE OF ORDER.

HON. A. B. KJI)SON: I move that the
Order of the Day hie discharged. I do
this because I do not think- there is the
slightest chiance of this Bill receiving
.attention and passing through another
place and becomning law this session; but
I hope at some future date to again bring
forward the Bill, and have it passed into
law.

Put and passed, and the Order dis-
charged.

SALE OF LIQUORS ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

IN COMMITTEE:

Clauses 1 to 6, inclusive-agreed to.
C lause 7-Sale or possession of adul-

terated liquor:
Hon. F. T. CROWDER moved that in

line 6 the wdrds " salicylic acid" be
struck out. If these words were left in,
there was not a publican in the country
who would not be liable to be fined.
There was not a drop of lager or English
bottled beer which dlid not contain this
acid, which was used to preserve the beer.
The salicylie acid wvas only used in smaill
portions,'and did no harm.

HON. A. B..KIDSON: Would the bell.
member tell the committee what effect
this acid had upon human beings?9

HON. F. T. CROWDER: If the acid
were taken by the spoonful, it would be
injurious, but in small quantities it dlid no
harnat all. Sonie time ago the Govern-


